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Minutes of the a Meeting of the Board held at Wellington House, Manby, on Wednesday, 25th 
January 2017, at 9.00 a.m.  
 
* Messrs P.W. Pridgeon (Chairman)  Cllrs T. Aldridge 
*  G. Crust (Vice-Chairman) *  D. Andrews 
  G. Billings    D. Buckley 
*  W. Cooper   S. Dennis 
*  T.H. Heys   C. Green 
*  J.M. Mowbray *  A.J. Howard 
*  R.H. Needham *  T.J. Knowles 
*  D.R. Tagg *  R.J. Palmer 
  R.A.D. Unsworth *  W. Parkinson 
  vacancy *  J. Swanson 
   *  Mrs P.F. Watson 
* Present    
 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) 
*  S. Thackray (Director of Finance) 
*  R. Brown (Works Manager) 
* Mrs J.D. Watson (Operations Director) 
* In attendance 
 
 

The Chairman presented a long service award to the Board’s Rating Officer in recognition 
of 35 years with the Board.   

 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs G. Billings, Cllrs T. Aldrich, Mr R.A.D. 
Unsworth, S. Dennis and C. Green.   

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Mr R.H. Needham - agenda item 14.  
 
 Mr J. Mowbray - agenda item 18:3. 
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 None. 
 
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 1251 to 1264) 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 23rd November 2016 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING 
 

It was noted that a meeting of the Plant Committee would be held prior to the next Board 
meeting. 
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6. MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 
 

The Chief Executive reported that Mr J.L. Dodsworth had offered his resignation as a 
member of the Board representing the drainage ratepayers in the Burgh Sluice/Thorpe 
Culvert/Wainfleet/Croft electoral district. 

  
In accordance with the Land Drainage Act 1991, Schedule 1, Part III, the Board was 
required to elect a suitable person to fill the vacancy.  The Chief Executive reported that 
any vacancies in elected membership on the Board would usually be advertised in the 
local press, however, this was expensive and had not in the past generated much interest.  
The elections were previously advertised in October last year on the website and again 
there had been no interest other than from existing members.   
 
Members were aware of two ratepayers that might be interested in joining the Board and 
would ask them to write to the office stating why they wished to be considered to fill the 
vacancy.  The Chief Executive stated that ideally anyone appointed should fit the election 
criteria. 

 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That a notice advertising the vacancy be posted on the Board’s 
website and sent to the National Farmers’ Union and Country 
Landowners’ Association. 

 
(b) That all applications be considered by the Board at the March 

meeting.  
 
7. CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE 
 

The Chief Executive reported on two meetings of the Consortium Committee held on 8th 
and 15th December 2016.  Details of these meetings and the subsequent discussion are 
recorded on Pink Paper. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meetings of the Consortium Committee be 
confirmed as a correct record and the recommendations adopted by the 
Board. 

 
8. STAFFING AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE  
 

The Chief Executive presented the minutes of a meeting of the Committee held on 19th 
January 2017. 
 
Minute 5:1, Page 1 - Meetings with East Lindsey District Council 
 
The Chief Executive highlighted that any land in the Board’s area that had been 
developed would be transferred from agricultural to special levy.  Even if the Board agreed 
to no increase in the rate the special levy payable by the council would increase as a 
result of this transfer, although it should be noted this would be more than offset by 
income received by the Council from business rates/council tax.   
 
Minute 6, Page 2 - Direct Labour Organisation (DLO) - Terms and Conditions 
 
Officers gave a detailed report on the recent review of the DLO pay structure.  The Chief 
Executive stated that further investigations were required into whether the Craftsman 
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bands should be increased by 50p and what impact this would have on the Board but that 
the increase was recommended for Classes I to IV. 
 
Minute 7, Page 3 - Future Staffing Requirements 
 
The Chief Executive gave an update on upcoming staffing changes within the office.  
Members supported the proposal for a University Placement Post within the engineering 
department and agreed in principle to an apprenticeship scheme within the direct labour 
organisation; the Chief Executive would investigate this further and report costs to a future 
meeting.   
 
A policy had been prepared to formalise a relocation package for new starters.  This was 
supported by the Board and considered essential to encourage interest from applicants 
living outside the Board’s area.  

 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the minutes of the meeting of the Staffing and Resources 
Committee held on 19th January 2017 be confirmed as a 
correct record. 

 
(b) That a relocation Policy be adopted to reimburse new 

employees for actual qualifying costs up to the Inland Revenue 
allowance (currently £8,000). 

 
(c) That a University Placement post be approved within the 

engineering department. 
 
(d) That an apprenticeship scheme within the direct labour 

organisation be approved in principle; full costs to be presented 
to a future meeting. 

 
(e) That the Board approve in principle an increase of 50p per hour 

for Classes I to IV and that Officers report to the March Board 
meeting on the full cost implications of this and also on the 
recommended regrading of the Craftsman bands. 

 
9. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

A total of £178,901.65 remained outstanding in respect of drainage rates at 16th January 
2017 and final instalments were due at the end of January.  Special levies had been paid 
in full.   
 

RECEIVED 
 
10. FINANCE 
 

The Director of Finance presented a report detailing income and expenditure up to the 
end of December which showed a surplus to date of £280,420 which was £393,518 
favourable to budget.  He reported on the main variances and stated that the end of year 
forecast was expected to be £40,028 favourable to budget. 
 
The Director of Finance confirmed that he continued to seek new deposit takers to bring 
the amount invested in with any one institution in line with the Board’s Financial 
Regulations and that an additional account would be opened by the end of March.   
The total invested was £2,533,834.  Loans outstanding totalled £143,525.80. 
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The attached Schedule of Payments over £500 was circulated for information.  
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 
(b) That the attached schedule of payments over £500 be 

approved. 
 
11. ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 1ST APRIL 2017 TO 

31ST MARCH 2018 
 

The Director of Finance presented the attached report for consideration and 
recommended a zero increase in the rate for next year. 
 
Mr W. Cooper suggested that the Board should consider longer term investments for 
some of the reserves, particularly that which was being set aside to pay for future large 
schemes.  The Director of Finance agreed to investigate this but emphasised the 
importance of having immediate access to sufficient funds to cover an emergency event. 
 
The five-year plan was considered and it was noted that this allowed for only a 2% 
inflation increase and inflation was already expected to increase beyond this during the 
next financial year.  The Chief Executive confirmed that Officers would also be looking at 
the longer term plan (the next ten years) to ensure that the Board was aware of future 
large commitments.  
 
Mr D.R. Tagg asked for reassurance that no funds would be committed by the Board for 
the Steeping River before a commitment was made by the EA as to the long term 
maintenance of the whole of the watercourse.  The Engineer reported that the Board’s 
direct labour organisation was to start some work in February but this would be under the 
Public Sector Cooperation Agreement and the cost would be reimbursed by the EA; it was 
necessary to complete this work before the nesting season.  Officers confirmed that no 
contributions would be made towards the work until a comprehensive enhanced 
maintenance plan had been agreed and funds committed by the EA.  The Engineer 
reported that the plan would include conveyance, flood risk management and amenity in 
the town.  The Director of Finance reported that £144,000 would be accrued towards work 
on the River Steeping. 
 
The Chairman queried the amount allowed for work at the Board’s depot.  Officers 
confirmed that details and full costs of any work would be brought back to the Board for 
approval. 
 
Cllr W. Parkinson queried the recommendation to not increase the rate, particularly as 
inflation was expected to rise above 2% next year and felt that it was in the best interest of 
the Board to increase by 1%.  The Vice-Chairman agreed, stating that he could not 
support a zero increase and that the Board should consider at least a 1% increase.  He 
emphasised that if inflation increased as expected, this would have a large impact on fuel 
and electricity costs and it would be better to have a 1% increase this year to cover this 
rather than a zero increase and 2% the following year. 
 
The Chief Executive reminded members that the Board had to raise the rate in 2007 to 
pay for works required following the flood event.  He reported that over the last seven 
years it had been possible to minimise increases or maintain the rate while continuing with 
a full works programme because of savings and efficiencies made.  He emphasised that 
with the 2% restriction on special levy increases, the Board must ensure that it had 
sufficient funds to cover any inflation increases or any additional costs would have to be 
absorbed; it was then likely that a larger increase would be required next year. 
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It was proposed by the Vice-Chairman and seconded by Mr R.H. Needham that the 
rates/special levies be increased by 1%.  This was supported by Cllr J. Swanson and Mr 
J.M. Mowbray.  Cllr A.J. Howard understood the pressure on East Lindsey District 
Council’s finances but was concerned about the impact of increased fuel costs and 
therefore supported an increase of 1%. 
 
Mr W. Cooper was in favour of a smooth transition in increases and therefore supported a 
1% increase which represented around £27,000. 
 
Cllr Mrs P.F. Watson proposed an amendment of a zero increase to minimise the impact 
on the council’s budgets.  Cllr J. Swanson was sympathetic to the council’s position but 
agreed that a smoothing of increases was preferable.  Cllr Mrs P.F. Watson emphasised 
that the Director of Finance had recommended that a standstill rate would be sufficient.  
The Chief Executive did not agree with the recommendation, stating that the risk to the 
Board would be high should inflation rise as predicted.   
 
Cllr Mrs P.F. Watson withdrew her proposal. 
 
Cllr J. Swanson asked whether the Board could confirm its intention to limit the rise to 1% 
for 2017/18 and 1% for 2018/19.  The Chief Executive confirmed that no guarantees could 
be provided as this would be dependent on the inflation rate.   
 
It was however agreed that the Board would do its utmost to minimise future rate/special 
levies. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the attached estimates of expenditure for the year 
commencing 1st April 2017 be approved in the total sum of 
£3,575,699.  

 
(b) That the amounts to be raised by means of drainage rates in 

respect of agricultural land and buildings, special levies on the 
local charging authorities and estimates of the amount from 
balances, for the year commencing 1st April 2017 be as follows: 

 
(i) by drainage rates levied in respect of 

agricultural land and buildings - £886,726,  
 

(ii) by special levy on East Lindsey District 
Council - £2,717,212, 

 
(iii) by special levy on North East Lincolnshire 

Council - £7,747, 
 

(iv) by addition to balances - £35,986.  
 

(c) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 
2017 on East Lindsey District Council be made and sealed in 
the sum of £2,717,212. 

 
(d) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 

2017 on North East Lincolnshire Council be made and sealed in 
the sum of £7,747.  

 
(e) That the statutory record of levies be made up. 
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(f) That the drainage rate for the financial year commencing 1st 

April 2017 be made and sealed in the total sum of 14.67 pence 
in the pound. 

 
12. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 
 The Operations Director reported the following: 
 

12:1 Winter Maintenance Works  
 

The winter works programme had commenced with work on Peters and Well 
Home Close Sewer drains and bank stabilisation work on the Mardyke had been 
completed. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 12:2 Summer Maintenance Works 

 
Summer maintenance work was complete.  The reasons why work had overrun 
this year were being investigated to ensure work was back on track and 
completed on time this summer.  To date all work had been completed at 82.5% 
of the budget but some compensation remained outstanding. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
12:3 Construction Works 
 

Work on Trusthorpe Phase 2 was progressing well and should be completed as 
planned. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

 12:5 Private Works 
 

 One private flailing job had been undertaken and recharged. 
 
  RECEIVED 

 
12:6 Rainfall 
 

The average rainfall recorded at Strubby and Manby was 65.55 mm in November 
and 11.40 mm in December.  Pump run hours were circulated for information. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 12:7 Pumping Stations 
 

One of the pumps at Biergate pumping station had been out of service since 
before Christmas.  The mobile pump had been deployed to ensure pumping 
capacity was maintained whilst repairs were undertaken and the station was now 
fully operational again. 
 
There were problems with the speed of operation of the weedrake at Boygrift and 
this was therefore being monitored. 
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Following the recent tidal event, the outfall at Ingoldmells became blocked 
causing build-up of water in the system.  The Board’s pumps had to be switched 
off manually as there was no high level stop at the station.  The Board provided a 
mobile pump to reduce water levels and an excavator to clear debris from the 
outfall.  A further report would be presented in March. 
 
There had been minor issues starting the mobile pumps but it was hoped that 
these could be overcome with the implementation of a proper 
maintenance/servicing regime. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 12:8 Emergency Relief Staff  
 

Training had been undertaken for emergency relief staff on 12th January 2017 at 
the Strubby depot.  Twenty one volunteers had attended including 12 from 
Quinceys Pumping Station.  A further training date would be arranged for those 
unable to attend. 
 
The cooperation and commitment of the emergency relief staff was recognised 
by the Board. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

 12:9 Tidal Event 
 

A shift system had been operated during the recent tidal event to ensure 24 hour 
cover on the ground and in the control room and regular liaison had been 
maintained with those at silver command headquarters.  Preventative measures 
had been taken prior to the surge to protect the Board’s assets against flooding 
or minimise the damage.  Fortunately no major problems had occurred in the 
Board’s area but that this had been a good learning exercise for staff.  A 
debriefing session had highlighted areas that could be improved and these would 
be investigated and measures implemented where necessary.   
 
 RECEIVED 
 

13. BYELAW APPLICATIONS 
 
 13:1 Old Sutton Main Drain - Construction Wall  
 

Application had been made for the construction of a perimeter wall within eight 
metres but no closer than 2.1 metres of the Board maintained culverted Old 
Sutton Main Drain at 42 Station Road in the parish of Sutton on Sea.  The 
proposed wall would be 700mm high and 215mm wide and would run parallel to 
Old Sutton Main Drain with foundations 500mm wide set in concrete with a depth 
of 150mm.   

 
Officers reported that the culvert was located in a public open area and access 
for maintenance and repair/replacement was good.  Manhole number 2254 was 
situated adjacent to the proposed wall in the adjoining public pavement 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That consent be granted for the construction of a wall within 
eight metres but no closer than 2.1 metres from the Board 
maintained Old Sutton Main Drain culvert at national grid 
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reference TF 52018 81678 in the parish of Sutton-on-Sea 
subject to all works being carried out to the specification and 
satisfaction of the Board’s Engineer. 
 

13:2 Catchwater Drain, Common Drain, Wedlands Drain, College Drain, North Drain 
and Mowbrays Drain - New Water Main (Burgh le Marsh to Skegness) 

 
Application had been made by Anglian Water Services Limited to install a new 
water main from Burgh le Marsh to Skegness (national grid reference TF 50482 
64952 to TF 55753 64394).  The proposed 630mm diameter HPPE pipe would 
cover a distance of 6,225.2 metres and would be buried 1,500mm below ground 
level.  

 
The Engineer gave a detailed report on the six Board maintained watercourses 
that would be affected and it was noted that the proposed pipe would include 
crossing of watercourses and would run parallel to some of these, in places as 
close as two metres from the drain bank top. 
 
It was noted that reforming would be required on the Wedlands Drain in the 
future and Officers would ensure that the pipe was located at a sufficient distance 
so as not to interfere with this work.   
 
Concern was expressed at the depth of the pipe and it was agreed that this must 
be sufficient for heavy machinery to travel over. 
 
Officers continued to negotiate with the applicants to ensure that the Board’s 
systems were protected and access secured for future works such as culvert 
repair and reforming as well as maintenance. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the Board agree in principle to the application and Officers 
negotiate with the applicant to ensure that the pipe was located 
at a sufficient distance and depth to allow future works to be 
undertaken on the watercourses without damage to the 
pipeline. 

 
13:3 Cocking Pit Drain - Erection of a Gate 

 
Application had been made for the installation of a 4.6 metre high, 1.15 metre 
wide gate over the Board maintained Cocking Pit Drain culvert in the Parish of 
Chapel St Leonards.  

 
The applicant was concerned that heavy vehicles travelling over the bridge may 
be causing damage to the culvert.  The Engineer reported that a CCTV survey of 
the culvert underneath the bridge would be undertaken to assess whether this 
was an issue but the last CCTV survey undertaken in 2004 suggested the pipe 
beneath the bridge was in satisfactory condition.  Previous survey information 
from 1979 showed the access bridge in place and the Board piped under the 
bridge in the 1980’s. 

 
Officers confirmed that the concrete bridge was not part of the adopted highway 
for Lincolnshire County Council and was believed to be a private structure but 
ownership had not been confirmed.  Concern was expressed as to whether the 
Board could grant consent if ownership of the land was in question.  Officers 
confirmed that any applications issued by the Board did not override the need to 
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obtain consent from other authorities and/or third parties but Officers agreed to 
seek further clarification on this. 
 
The Engineer reported that any gate erected where the Board required access 
was fitted with a dual padlock to ensure access for the Board and the landowner. 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That a CCTV survey be undertaken to establish the condition of 
the culvert and that the matter be brought back to the Board for 
consideration in March. 

 
14. COMPENSATION CLAIMS 
 

Officers reported on 59 compensation claims totalling £13,512.38 which had been paid in 
accordance with the Board's approved rates since the last meeting. 

 
It was noted that the attached schedule included payments for reforming work as well as 
summer weedcutting. 

 
RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the attached schedule be approved. 
 
(b) That the total paid in compensation in respect of maintenance 

works for the year be reported to the March Board meeting. 
 
15. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 

15:1 Burgh Sluice Pumping Station - Flood Wall Raising (C15304)  
 

The Board’s consultants BWB had confirmed that the addition of a coping stone 
would not have any structural impact.  Detailed design and specification had 
been prepared at a cost of £6,000 and an application was being prepared for 
submission to the Environment Agency.   

 
It was noted that the Environment Agency was currently carrying out a full 
refurbishment of the outfall sluice which formed part of the tidal defences and 
discussions had taken place with a view to their contractors (Jacobs) carrying out 
the necessary wall raising over the sluice.  An indicative rate for the concrete 
blockwork element of the works had also been obtained from a local contractor 
for comparison.   

 
The Engineer estimated the cost of the work to be £60,000 which was within the 
budget allocation of £100,000. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 15:2 Pumping Stations - Emergency Repairs 
 

The Engineer gave the following update on emergency repairs undertaken since 
the last Board meeting: 

 
Saltfleet Pumping Station - The motor from pump 2 had been removed 
from site in December to investigate the cause of an abnormal noise.  
Inspection highlighted that a worn bearing was causing a fan to catch 
and this had been rectified and the motor returned to site in January.    
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Biergate West Pumping Station - A sheared motor mounting bolt had 
been reported in November and work was undertaken in early 
December to remove the pump and motor from site for further 
investigation.  As there was only a single pump at the site, one of the 
Board’s 12 inch mobile pumps had been deployed whilst investigations 
were undertaken.  Inspection revealed that the cause of the sheared bolt 
was a failed bottom bearing which had caused excessive vibration to the 
motor along with significant damage to the pump housing and shaft.  
Repairs were now underway and would be completed shortly.  

 
Thorpe Culvert Pumping Station - Repairs had been undertaken to 
repair a broken paddle on the syphon breaker valve on pump 4. 

 
The Engineer reported the total estimated cost of the above work at £18,322 with 
funds being drawn from the annual emergency repairs budget which remained in 
credit at present. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 

15:3 Trusthorpe Main Drain Culverting Phase 2 - (C17502) 
 

As agreed in November, work had commenced on the second phase and 
Officers reported that this was progressing very well and should be completed by 
the middle of February.  Some photographs of the work were presented. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
15:4 Reforming Works 

 
The Engineer presented that attached schedule detailing work within the current 
year's Reforming Works Programme. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
16. TELECOMMUNICATIONS MAST 
 

As requested in September, Officers had undertaken further investigation into the options 
to repair/replace the existing telecommunications mast on Manby Park.  The mast which 
had been erected in 1986 provided a single line of telemetry communications to all the 
Board’s pumping stations and telemetry sites via two mounted radio aerials.  The mast 
also housed six other transmitters belonging to East Lindsey District Council (as per 
agreement when the mast was erected). 
 
The Engineer reported on the defects that had been identified and reassured members 
that a ‘not safe to climb’ notice had been erected and any maintenance works would be 
undertaken from a cherry picker until the problems had been rectified. 
 
Officers reported that a full survey of the structure would cost between £3,000 and £4,000 
and it was expected that the outcome of the survey would condemn the structure.  If the 
Board chose to do nothing, additional costs would be incurred in hiring a cherry picker to 
undertake general maintenance and the structure would also deteriorate further over time 
and eventually become unstable.   
 
The cost of  replacing the mast on the existing site was estimated to be in the region of 
£50,000 to £60,000 as a new base slab would be required.  Officers had considered the 
possibility of decommissioning the mast and using mobile data networks to transfer the 
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telemetry data, however, although this would be a much cheaper alternative it relied on 
mobile networks being 100% operational and was not therefore recommended. 
 
After consideration it was agreed that a new mast would be the preferred option as it 
would enable continued use of radio as the primary telemetry communication, ensuring 
resilience in the event of a power failure.  Officers would pursue this route and take into 
account potential income from third parties for use of the mast.  A further report would be 
presented in March. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
17. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

17:1 Environmental Impact Assessment (Land Drainage Improvement Works) 
Regulations 

 
Consultation was currently underway on modification to the above Regulations.  
The current Regulations required the Board to assess whether proposed works 
were likely to have a significant effect on the environment and, if so, to produce 
an environmental statement.  If the effect on the environment was considered 
insignificant, a notice to this effect must be published on site, on the website and 
in the local press 28 days before works start giving members of the public the 
opportunity to object; this time period was being extended to 30 days. 

 
If an objection was received and could not be resolved the matter would be 
referred to DEFRA for determination.  Previously there was no time limit on this 
but following representations made by the Association of Drainage Authorities, a 
90 day limit for determination had been set.  

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 17:2 Policy on Dealing with Badgers in Watercourses 
 

The Engineer presented the attached Policy which had been updated by Officers 
to fully encompass the Class License. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the attached Policy be adopted by the Board. 
 

17:3 Humber Management Scheme 
 

The Board had been a partner in the Humber Management Scheme, now the 
Humber Nature Partnership since its inception but it was noted that annual fees 
were due to increase by 11% to £450.  The Board’s Environmental Officer had 
confirmed that he did not consider there was sufficient benefit in continuing as a 
partner, particularly taking into account the increase in fees. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the Board withdraw from the Humber Nature Partnership. 
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18. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 
 18:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The Engineer reported on the following Byelaw applications that had been dealt 
with under delegated authority since the last Board meeting: 

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/038  Refurbishment of an overhead electricity crossing 
the Board maintained Stocks Drain and replacement of an existing pole 
within eight metres of the Board maintained Stocks Drain at national grid 
reference TF 48352 64071 in the Parish of Bratoft.  
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/060  Installation of 34, 80mm diameter land drainage 
outfalls into the Board maintained Brammah Drain between national grid 
references TF 46141 72221 and TF 45690 72042 in the parish of 
Willoughby with Sloothby.  
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/061  Installation of 31, 80mm land drainage outfalls 
and one 160mm outfall into the Board maintained Bars Bank Drain 
between national grid references TF 50856 78446 and TF 50653 77894 
in the parish of Huttoft.  
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/068  Erection of a timber fence and planting of a 
Hawthorne hedge along the right bank of the Board maintained 
Ingoldmells North Branch Drain at national grid reference TF 56626  
69588 in the parish of Ingoldmells.  
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/070  Temporary siting of two portacabins for a period 
of 30 weeks within eight metres of the Board maintained Sempers Drain 
South culvert at national grid reference TF 50873 84264 in the parish of 
Mablethorpe.  
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/074   Erection of 1.3 metre high stock proof fencing 
within eight metres of the bank top of the Board maintained Burchnall 
Drain in O.S. field number 6654 at national grid reference TF 49796 
57517 in the parish of Wainfleet St Mary.  
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/075  Installation of three 80mm diameter land drainage 
outfalls into the Board maintained Old Huttoft Main Drain between 
national grid references TF 50368 77918 and 50423 77902 in the parish 
of Huttoft.  
 

RECEIVED 
 
 18:2 Section 23 Applications 
 

The Engineer reported that the following Section 23 consents had been granted 
under delegated authority since the last meeting: 
 

LMDB/LDC/2016/042  Installation of 180 linear metres of culvert within 
the roadside watercourse off Roman Bank at national grid reference TF 
57099 66625 in the parish of Skegness.  

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/063  Installation of 18 linear metres of 750mm 
diameter culvert within the riparian watercourse at national grid 
reference TF 41456 79070 in the parish of Claythorpe.  
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LMDB/LDC/2016/065  Infilling and abandonment of an existing road 
culvert at TF 57059 66822 and subsequent diversion of the watercourse 
to the west of Roman Bank, in the Parish of Skegness.  

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/067  Installation of a 45 linear metre culvert within the 
watercourse along the southern side of Anchor Lane at national grid 
reference TF 56629 69617 in the parish of Ingoldmells.  

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/076  Eradication of approximately 485 linear metres of 
private watercourse at O.S. field numbers 2250, 4134, 3860 and 4667 
between national grid references TF 45569 87602 and TF 45261 87676 
in the parish of Gayton Le Marsh.  

 
No applications had been dealt with on behalf of the Lead Local Flood Authority 
since the last Board meeting 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 18:3 Planning Applications 
 

Officers had consulted on 50 planning applications since the last Board meeting.  
Appropriate comments relating to surface water drainage had been made and the 
following objections made: 
 

N110/01892/16  Erection of bungalow and garage at Sutton-on-Sea.  
Objection had been raised as the distance from the watercourse was 
unclear from the information provided but planning permission had since 
been refused by East Lindsey District Council. 

 
N212/02354/16  Outline erection of 13 dwellings at Withern.  Surface 
water flooding had occurred in this area and further information had 
been requested to ensure that the proposed development was protected 
and there was no increased risk to the surrounding properties. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 18:4 National Grid - Viking Interconnector 
 

The Engineer reported that National Grid had confirmed that, subject to surveys, 
the preferred route corridor for the Viking Interconnector was the purple route 
corridor; this was also the Board’s preferred route. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
19. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EA) MATTERS 
 

The Engineer reported that the last meeting regarding the River Steeping modelling and 
works had been postponed due to the tidal surge and would now be held on 30th January.  
The purpose of the meeting was to agree a significantly enhanced maintenance regime 
which would include access maintenance on banks as well as weedcutting and desilting. 

 
The Operations Director reported that the DLO would be undertaking maintenance using 
the weedboat on part of the Louth Canal for the EA under the Public Sector Cooperation 
Agreement.   

 
Sir James Bevan (Chief Executive of the EA) had visited the Isle of Axholme area together 
with EA officers and met with the Chairman (Mr M.A. Harris), Chief Executive, local 
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landowners and a representative from North Lincolnshire Council.  He had wanted to see 
first-hand whether the transfer of assets was a realistic proposition and whether it could 
be sustained into the future.  The Chief Executive stated that the level of engagement and 
strength of partnership in the Isle of Axholme was excellent and a good discussion had 
ensued.  Officers continued to pursue all avenues to find a way forward with regard to 
funding. 

 
Mr T.H. Heys expressed concern that the EA summer weedcutting programme had still 
not been completed.  This concern was shared by the Chairman who stated that the water 
level in those main rivers that had not been cut was high.  The Chief Executive agreed to 
discuss this with Mr N. Robinson (the new EA Flood Risk Manager) and asked members 
to let him know of any locations where weedgrowth was prevalent.  

 
 RECEIVED 

 
20. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

The Operations Director reported that the trial of the new incident reporting procedure was 
now half way through and would be reviewed at the next round of tool box talks across the 
Consortium.  A quotation had been received to remove and encapsulate some low grade 
asbestos at the Strubby depot at a cost of £1,394 and the work would be undertaken as 
soon as possible. 

 
It was noted that the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) had launched a new Health and 
Work Strategy which outlined three priority areas, occupational stress, musculoskeletal 
disorders and occupational lung disease.  The HSE would be engaging with employers 
and employees regarding the strategy and the Operations Director would track the 
progress on this and report any areas of concern and/or actions applicable to the Board.  

 
The Chief Executive understood that some members had expressed concern about the 
cost of the recent asbestos surveys and explained that the costs reported at the last 
meeting had been for the whole of the Consortium.  He stated that the Asbestos 
Management Regulations required the Board to take reasonable steps to identify where 
asbestos was present, keep an up-to-date record of its location and condition, and 
prepare a plan on how this was to managed; this information to be provided to contractors 
working on the site.  Some inspections had been undertaken previously, however, to 
comply with the Regulations these required reviewing to ensure there had been no 
change.  A contractor was therefore employed to undertake this work at a cost of £150 per 
property (a total cost to the Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board of £5,100).  The cost included 
a visit to each pumping station/building and a full report.   

 
The Chief Executive asked members to call the office, should they have any queries or 
concerns regarding any matters, in particular operational or health and safety issues. 

 
 RECEIVED 

 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 


