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Minutes of the a Meeting of the Board held at Wellington House, Manby, on Wednesday, 23rd 
November 2016, at 9.00 a.m.  
 
* Messrs P.W. Pridgeon (Chairman)  Cllrs T. Aldridge 
*  G. Crust (Vice-Chairman) *  D. Andrews 
*  G. Billings    D. Buckley 
*  W. Cooper *  S. Dennis 
  J.L. Dodsworth *  C. Green 
*  T.H. Heys *  A.J. Howard 
*  J.M. Mowbray   T.J. Knowles 
*  R.H. Needham   R.J. Palmer 
*  D.R. Tagg *  W. Parkinson 
*  R.A.D. Unsworth *  J. Swanson 
     Mrs P.F. Watson 
* Present    
 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) 
*  S. Thackray (Director of Finance) 
*  R. Brown (Works Manager) 
* Mrs J.D. Watson (Operations Director) 
* In attendance 
 
 
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN PRO TEM 
 

It was proposed by Mr D.R. Tagg, seconded by Cllr D. Andrews and agreed unanimously 
that the Chief Executive be appointed Chairman pro tem. 

 
Cllr W. Parkinson arrived. 
 
2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 

It was proposed by Mr R.H. Needham, seconded by Mr R.A.D. Unsworth that Mr P.W. 
Pridgeon be elected Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year.  No further nominations 
were made. 

 
RESOLVED unanimously  
 

That Mr P.W. Pridgeon be elected Chairman of the Board for the 
ensuing year. 

 
3. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
 

It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Mr D.R. Tagg that Mr G. Crust be 
elected Vice-Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year.  There were no further 
nominations. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That Mr G. Crust be elected Vice-Chairman of the Board for the ensuing 
year. 

 
4. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr J.L. Dodsworth, Cllrs T. Aldridge, T.J. 
Knowles, R.J. Palmer and Mrs P.F. Watson. 
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Cllr S. Dennis arrived. 

 
5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

The Chief Executive reminded members to ensure that Register of Interest forms were 
completed and that the office was informed of any changes. 
 
Cllr J. Swanson declared an interest in agenda item 22:3. 
 
Mr J.M. Mowbray declared an interest in agenda item 22:1 (LMDB/LDC/2016/062). 

 
6. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 None. 
 
7. ELECTION  
 

The Chief Executive reported that the election of members to represent the agricultural 
drainage ratepayers, to come into office on 1st November 2016, had been held in 
accordance with the statutory rules.  The attached Statement of Members was circulated 
for information.  Members would hold office until 31st October 2019. 
 
Mr R.A.D. Unsworth was disappointed with the number of nominations received as it was 
hoped some new members would apply.   The Chairman reported that the election had 
been advertised and he had also brought this up at the local National Farmers’ Union in 
the hope of raising some interest.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
8. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 1240 to 1250) 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 28th September 2016 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
9. MATTERS ARISING 
 

Minute 24, Page 1250 - Telemetry Mast 
 
The Engineer reported that he was still investigating various options for the mast and 
would report back to the January Board meeting.  Members were reassured that the site 
had been secured and a ‘no climb’ notice posted. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
10. PLANT AND COMPENSATION COMMITTEE 
 

The Chief Executive presented the minutes of a meeting of the Committee held on 2nd 
November 2016. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Plant and Compensation 
Committee held on 2nd November 2016 be approved and the 
recommendations made be adopted by the Board. 
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11. STAFFING AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE  
 

The Chief Executive presented the minutes of a meeting of the Committee held on 2nd 
November 2016. 
 
Attention was drawn to amendments to the Financial Regulations and in particular the 
increase in funds to be deposited with any one financial institution from £250,000 to 
£500,000.  This change had been recommended due to the difficulty in finding enough 
suitable institutions with which to invest. 
 
Mr D.R. Tagg stated that it was prudent to split funds over several institutions and was 
concerned about increasing the level.  The Director of Finance assured members that 
there was very little risk as the banks with which he recommended investing were U.K. A 
rated institutions. 
 
There was some discussion about the level of balances and the Director of Finance 
confirmed that these would be reduced to £750,000 once the scheduled capital works had 
been completed.  It was agreed that balances must be sufficient to cover an emergency 
event such as that in 2007.  In response to Mr R.A.D. Unsworth, Officers reported that 
although it may be possible to recoup some the external cost of a flood event via the 
Belwin formula, this would not cover manpower and plant costs. 
 
It was noted that a meeting of all Lincolnshire IDBs and East Lindsey District Council 
would be held on 12th December 2016 to discuss the 2017/18 special levies. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Staffing and Resources 
Committee held on 2nd November 2016 be approved and the 
recommendations made be adopted by the Board. 

 
12. MEETING DATES 
 

The Chief Executive proposed Board and Committee meeting dates for 2017 as follows: 
 

Date Time Meeting 
25th January  9.00 a.m. Board (approval of estimates and rate setting) 
29th March  9.00 a.m. Board 
5th April  2.00 p.m. Consortium Committee 
10th May  9.00 a.m. Plant and Compensation Committee (demo) 
28th June  9.00 a.m. Board (approval of final accounts) 
6th September  2.00 p.m. Consortium Committee 
27th September  9.00 a.m. Board 
8th November  9.30 a.m. Plant and Compensation Committee 
8th November  11.00 a.m. Finance Committee 
29th November  9.00 a.m. Board (Annual General Meeting) 

 
 The following additional dates were noted: 
 
  ADA Lincolnshire Branch - 15th February 2017  
  ADA Workshop at Flood and Coastal Conference- 29th March 2017 
  ADA Local Authority Member Training at Floodex - 17th and 18th May 2017 
  Lincolnshire Show - 21st and 22nd June 2017 
  ADA Annual Conference - 16th November 2017 
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There was some discussion regarding the proposed historic land drainage demonstration 
and it was noted that, should the event go ahead in the future, planning would need to 
commence 18 months before to ensure that the site was available and ready.  The 
Chairman, Mr R.A.D. Unsworth and Officers would meet to discuss the timescale and 
report back with a proposal to a future meeting. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That meeting dates for 2017 be noted as above. 
 
13. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES 
 

The Chief Executive referred to the Committee Terms of Reference which recommended 
that the proportion of representation should be split equally between nominated and 
elected members wherever possible.  Mr G. Billings did not see the necessity of equal 
representation, stating that all members were there to represent the Board.  Cllr S. Dennis 
disagreed, stating that it was good governance to have representation from both elected 
and nominated members and that this also ensured better transparency. 
 
Mr D.R. Tagg suggested that all matters be taken before the full Board rather than 
appointing Committees but it was agreed by members that having Committees allowed 
time for a fuller, more detailed discussion, particularly on items such as plant and 
equipment.  
 
13:1 Standards Committee 
 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board, Messrs G. 
Billings, R.H. Needham, Cllrs D. Andrews, R.J. Palmer and Mrs 
P.F. Watson be appointed to the Standards Committee (the 
Chairman would not attend hearings to enable him to hear an 
appeal if necessary). 

 
 13:2 Plant and Compensation Committee 
 
   RESOLVED 
 

That membership of the Committee be increased from eight to 
ten. 
 
That the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Messrs T.H. Heys, J.M. 
Mowbray, R.H. Needham, R.A.D. Unsworth, Cllrs D. Andrews, 
S. Dennis, R.J. Palmer and J. Swanson be appointed to the 
Plant and Compensation Committee. 

 
 13:3 Staffing and Resources Committee 
 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Messrs G. Billings, D.R. 
Tagg, R.A.D. Unsworth, Cllrs T.J. Knowles, R.J. Palmer and 
Mrs P.F. Watson be appointed to the Staffing and Resources 
Committee.  

 
  



Minutes of a Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board meeting held on 23rd November 2016 
 

- 1255 - 
 

 13:4 Consortium Committee 
 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman represent the Board on 
the Consortium Committee with Mr G. Billings as alternate. 

 
14. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

A total of £877,503.83 remained outstanding in respect of drainage rates and special 
levies at 10th November 2016.  The collection rate for the year to date was 75.40%, very 
slightly down on previous years. 
 
Court dates were being arranged for outstanding drainage rates. 
 

RECEIVED 
 
15. FINANCE 
 

The Director of Finance presented the attached report for consideration.  It was noted that 
the amounts invested with a single financial institution exceeded that agreed in the 
Financial Regulations.  In response to Mr W. Cooper the Director of Finance confirmed 
that the £500,000 limit would be sufficient.  He explained that the large balances were due 
to a recent special levy payment being received and that they would reduce once this 
year’s capital works programme had been completed.  Mr W. Cooper suggested that 
delegated authority be granted to the Chairman and Chief Executive to exceed the limit for 
a specified period of time to cover such eventualities.  Mr D.R. Tagg expressed concern 
about the breach in complying with the limit set in the Board’s Financial Regulations, 
particularly as the limit had only just been increased. 
 
In response to Mr G. Billings, the Chief Executive confirmed that the Board was already 
starting to build balances for major pumping station refurbishments/replacements and the 
five year plan would be submitted to the January Board meeting for consideration.  
 
The Director of Finance reported that the Actuary had confirmed that pension 
contributions would shortly be reduced from 33.5% to 20.5%. 
 
The attached Schedule of Payments over £500 was circulated for information.  In 
response to a query from Cllr J. Swanson, the Director of Finance reported that the 
purchase of a new vehicle had not gone out to tender but had been purchased through 
the local government procurement scheme which was nationally tendered and offered 
economies of scale. 
 
The cost of asbestos surveys was queried but the Chief Executive reported that the 
amount shown was for all Consortium Boards and would be recharged accordingly. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 
(b) That the breach of the Financial Regulations be noted and 

approved with amounts in excess of the £500,000 being 
invested with a single financial institution temporarily until 
additional suitable accounts could be opened (no later than the 
end of January 2017). 
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(c) That the attached schedule of payments over £500 be 
approved. 

 
16. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 

16:1 Winter Maintenance Works  
 

The winter works programme was due to commence on 5th December 2016. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 16:2 Summer Maintenance Works 

 
The Operations Director reported on progress with the summer weedcutting 
which would be complete in early December and was expected to be on budget.   
It was noted that there would be a slight delay due to the recent heavy rainfall as 
the Direct Labour Organisation had been redeployed to pumping stations but this 
would be no more than a week. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
16:3 Construction Works 
 

Culverting of the Water Tower Drain was complete together with the work on the 
Crown Farm flap valve and Outmarsh Drain penstock door. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

 16:4 Environment Agency (EA) Works 
 

Weedcutting of the Willoughby High Drain, Woldgrift, Wold Drain, Louth Canal, 
Orby Drain and River Steeping had been undertaken for the EA on a 
rechargeable basis under the Public Sector Cooperation Agreement.  The 
purchase of the side arm for the weedboat had greatly improved the operation as 
it allowed cutting of the banks as well as the channel. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 16:5 Private Works 
 

 Three private weedcutting and flailing jobs had been undertaken and recharged. 
 
  RECEIVED 

 
16:6 Rainfall 
 

The average rainfall recorded at Strubby and Manby was 41.32 mm in 
September and 64.70 mm in October.  Pump run hours were circulated for 
information. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 16:7 Flailing of Roadside Watercourses 
 

Following discussion at the November Plant and Compensation Committee 
(Minute 6:2, Pages 3 and 4), a full investigation had been undertaken by Officers.  
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The Operations Director explained that annually the Board undertook flailing of 
77.4km from the roadside.  Following changes in legislation which necessitated a 
static site to be set up when working against the flow of traffic, changes had been 
made in the works programme to cut from the field site wherever possible.  This 
was possible on all but 36.8km and could be reduced to 14.3km if additional 
access culverts were installed.   
 
Investigations had included the purchase of a rear mounted flail for roadside 
working, establishing a static site when roadside working, purchasing a tractor 
with left-hand mounted flail or employing a contractor to undertake the work.  It 
was noted that a decision on the replacement of the tractor had been delayed 
until this issue had been resolved. 
 
The Operations Director envisaged that access works would be expensive and 
would therefore be costing these in December so that they could be programmed 
into the five-year plan.  The Board’s existing rear-mounted flail was not 
considered suitable due to the strength of the flail unit and the ergonomics.  The 
conversion of the existing unit would be 60% of a new machine and the setting 
up of a static site would increase the cost of the job by 55% because of the 
additional staff required and would also delay other jobs.  Officers estimated that 
the cost of employing a contractor to undertake the work would be £8,000; 
compared to £6,000 if the Board did the work. 
 
The Chairman reported that a provision of £190,000 had been made in the 
estimates for the purchase of a new tractor and flail. 
 
Mr R.A.D. Unsworth supported the employment of contractors to undertake 
roadside working for the Board as this would alleviate the problem of setting up a 
static site and would also help staffing levels.  Mr T.H. Heys emphasised that any 
contractor must carry out work to the same standard as the Board’s Direct Labour 
Organisation. 
 
Further areas for consideration would include the purchase of an Energreen type 
machine and the environmental implications which may require the use of a 
conveyor.  Negotiations would also be undertaken with the County Council who 
already undertook roadside flailing of verges. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That tenders be sought for the replacement of the 
existing tractor and purchase of a left-hand mounted 
flail. 

 
(b) That tenders be sought for the replacement of the 

existing tractor and right-hand mounted flail and for all 
roadside work to be undertaken by a contractor. 

 
(c) That Officers undertake further investigations into the 

use of an Energreen machine. 
 
(d) That a full report and recommendation be presented to 

the March Board meeting for consideration; a meeting 
of the Plant and Compensation Committee to be called 
prior to this if necessary. 
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17. RELINQUISHMENT OF A SECTION OF SUDALES DRAIN 
 

The Engineer presented the attached report following an application by the owners of 
Middle Farm and Middle Farm Cottage for the Board to either maintain or culvert a 196 
metre section of Sudales Drain at Theddlethorpe.   
 
The Engineer reported that this was a Board maintained watercourse, however, due to 
access issues and difficulties working under overhead power lines, the watercourse had 
not been maintained for several years and was now very overgrown.  This section of 
watercourse served only the one landowner at Middle Farm. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board relinquish control of the section of Sudales Drain 
between national grid reference TF 47016 86035 and TF 55268 63895 
in the parish of Theddlethorpe. 

 
18. BYELAW APPLICATION 
 

Application had been made to erect a single storey extension to 52 Dutton Avenue, 
Skegness, within eight metres but no closer than 4.3 metres of the Board maintained 
Winthorpe Drain Branch No. 2.   
 
The Engineer confirmed that maintenance of the watercourse was undertaken from the 
opposite bank as access was already restricted due to the proximity of buildings adjacent 
to the proposed extension. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That consent be granted to erect a single storey extension at 52 Dutton 
Avenue at national grid reference TF 55268 63895 in the parish of 
Skegness subject to all works being carried out to the specification and 
satisfaction of the Board’s Engineer. 

 
19. COMPENSATION CLAIMS 
 

Officers reported on eight compensation claims totalling £531.08 which had been paid in 
accordance with the Board's approved rates since the last Board meeting. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
20. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 
 20:1 Burgh Sluice Pumping Station - Flood Wall Raising (C15304)  
 

The Engineer reported that the consultants had checked the existing concrete 
wall at Burgh Sluice Pumping Station and confirmed that this was in a good 
condition and could be raised to increase the height of the defence by 450mm; 
this would have been sufficient to prevent the overtopping in December 2013.   

   
If agreed, tenders would be sought for the work which was expected to be below 
budget.  Officers confirmed that the wall would be raised by two courses of 
concrete blocks with steel dowels and topped with a coping stone which would 
protect the wall and improve its appearance.  

 
   RESOLVED 
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That tenders be sought to raise the existing concrete wall at 
Burgh Sluice Pumping Station. 

 
20:2 Boygrift Pumping Station - Replacement automatic weedscreen cleaner (C15305) 

 
The automatic weed rake had been installed and commissioned.  The Engineer 
reported that the gripper was of a different design to the Board’s other Bosker 
rakes and concern had been expressed that the weight assembly may not be 
strong enough.  This had been raised with the supplier and would be monitored 
to ensure its adequacy.  The ratchet design for cable management, however, was 
much better than the old system and was expected to last longer. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 

20:3 Strategy 2025 Pumping Station Refurbishments – Ludney Pumping Station 
 

Work on the refurbishment of the pumps and flap valves at Ludney Pumping 
Station was complete.  Officers reported on the following additional work which 
had been undertaken: 

 
   Pump 1 - Repair of flow vane to intake bellmouth - £562 
 

Pump 2 - Fabrication of new nose cone and replacement of motor fan - 
£890 

 
It was noted that the predicted out-turn cost of £14,704 was within the overall 
budget. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
20:4 Beacon Way Drainage Improvement Scheme (C15027) 

 
Following complaints regarding general drainage issues and external flooding to 
land and property around Beacon Way, Skegness, investigations were 
undertaken in 2015/16 and provision made in the current year’s estimates to 
carry out improvement work.  A scheme to alleviate flooding and to improve the 
general surface water drainage of the area had been designed which would 
involve the installation of a new surface water culvert as an extension to the 
Board’s Willows Drain and the installation of two new road crossings; this would 
provide a more suitable outfall to land and property. 

 
As the work would be mainly within the highway, a temporary traffic order (road 
closure) had been obtained from Lincolnshire County Council and work was due 
to commence at the end of February and would be completed before the end of 
the financial year. 

 
The Engineer reported on the five tenders received for the work which had been 
fully adjudicated by the Board’s officers.  He recommended that the contract be 
awarded to the lowest tendered, Vere Bros (Contractors) Limited in the sum of 
£21,120.  Officers estimated the total cost of the scheme at £31,400 which was 
within the budget of £36,000; this included design costs, road closures, 
monitoring of the work etc.  Mr D.R. Tagg stated that it was essential that the 
roadside culverting was monitored to ensure it was completed to the Board’s 
specification. 
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The landowner affected supported the work and had also agreed to waive any 
compensation rights for the works and for on ongoing restrictions imposed on his 
land due to the presence of a Board maintained watercourse.  

 
In response to members who queried the differential in the tenders received, the 
Engineer reported that this was a simple job and all tenderers had been vetted 
and were competent to undertake the work.  He confirmed that the tender 
documents specified materials to be used and ensured a proper comparison.  
Officers reported that there could be a number of reasons why tenders differed 
considerably including the buying power of the particular company, their location, 
etc.  Their tender may also reflect their workload as some companies who 
currently had a full order book may quote a higher price with the intention to 
subcontract the work. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That the contract for works on the Beaon Way Drainage 
Improvement Scheme be awarded to Vere Bros (Contractors) 
Ltd in the sum of £21,120. 

 
20:5. Trusthorpe Main Drain Culverting (Phase 2) - (C17502) 

 
In June 2015, the Board approved a three year phased programme of culverting 
on the Trusthorpe Main Drain to preserve conveyance where machinery access 
was restricted.  Phase 1, the section immediately downstream of St. Peter’s Lane 
was completed earlier this year as planned and Phase 2 was scheduled to start 
in April 2017.   However, current re-development plans for the site would give the 
Board improved access to undertake the work should it wish to bring forward the 
scheme to December 2016.  Officers confirmed that this would be possible but 
would mean delaying works on North Somercotes North Fen Drain and Branch 
and the Rookery Drain de-silting until the beginning of April 2017.  The budgeted 
cost of Phase 2 works was £157,500 (subject to final costings), some of this 
would be offset from deferring the projects identified above but there would be a 
potential overspend of around £30,500 in the current year. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the Trusthorpe Main Drain Phase 2 scheme be brought 
forward to December 2016, that North Somercotes North Fen 
Drain and Branch and the Rookery Drain de-silting be 
postponed and that the potential overspend of £30,500 be 
funded from balances. 

 
20:6 Trusthorpe Middle Drain Culverting 

 
Work on the above project was completed earlier in the year and reported to the 
Board at the June 2016 Board meeting.  Since that date, correspondence had 
been received from the landowner’s agents seeking compensation for alleged 
devaluation of their client’s land due to imposed restrictions as the new culvert 
would be subject to Byelaw control. 

 
It was noted that the Board had not accepted any liability but the matter had been 
referred to its solicitors and valuers for advice and a further report would be 
presented at the January Board meeting.   

 
RECEIVED 
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20:7 Reforming Works 
 

The attached schedule detailing progress on reforming works was presented. 
 

RECEIVED 
 
21. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

21:1 Sluice Gate, Sutton Road, Trusthorpe 
 

The Board had been contacted by a local residents’ group who would like to 
refurbish a redundant sluice gate on the upstream face of the road bridge on 
Main Street, Trusthorpe.  Residents were in the process of obtaining costs and 
funding for the work before putting a formal request to the Board.  If successful it 
was expected that the residents may seek to get the structure listed; the bridge 
which was the responsibility of the Highways Authority had already been listed. 

 
Members agreed in principle to the proposal as long as it did not cause any 
detriment to flows in the future and that the Board had no liability for the 
structure. 

 
The Board’s Environmental Officer would continue to liaise with the residents and 
keep the Board informed. 

 
Mr A.J. Howard reported that the local residents had already undertaken a lot of 
work tidying up the area and saw this as an additional feature to enhance the 
area. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
21:2 Eel Regulation Compliance 

 
The Engineer reported that the Hull International Fisheries Institute had been 
commissioned to undertake research studies on IDB pumping stations.  The 
emerging results indicated that: 

 
(a) Large (>2.2 cumec) mixed flow pumps apparently did not kill or 

damage eels. 
 

(b) Axial flow pumps caused greater mortality compared to mixed 
flow pumps and this increased markedly in smaller pumps 
under 1.0 cumec capacity.   

 
(c) Pumps designed to be fish friendly showed lower eel mortality 

than a similar axial flow pump but eels were observed to suffer 
damage and up to 10% died within 48 hours.  It was thought 
that in this case, the pipework rather than the pump was 
causing the mortality. 

 
Studies of eel movement showed that a typical IDB trash screen did deter eel 
passage with 93% not passing through but retreating upstream, however, as 
these eels were not entering the seas and contributing to the breeding population 
this was also a problem to be overcome. 

 
The studies would continue this winter until current funding was fully utilised, 
however, ADA was seeking to establish a research fund to allow the work to 
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continue and had asked IDBs to consider a contribution of between £100 and 
£1,000 per annum towards this over the next two years. 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the Board contribute £1,000 per annum over the next two 
years towards research studies on eel passage around 
pumping stations. 

 
22. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 
 22:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The Engineer reported on the following Byelaw applications that had been dealt 
with under delegated authority since the last Board meeting: 

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/043  Installation of one, 100mm diameter land 
drainage outfall, laid at 1:1,000 to include drainage of surface water and 
treated foul effluent into the northern bank of the Board maintained 
Westfield Drain at national grid reference TF 36424 91449 from land at 
Three Corners, Highbridge Road in the parish of Alvingham. 

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/049  Temporary works associated with cleansing and 
inspection of the railway culvert on the Board maintained Railway Drain 
Branch to the north of Kewean Cottage at national grid reference TF 
48675 59507 in the parish of Wainfleet all Saints. 

 
LMDB/2016/051  Replacement of existing wall within eight metres of the 
Board maintained Brigsley Village Drain at Kingsley, Brigsley Road at 
national grid reference TA 25180 01651 in the parish of Ashby cum 
Fenby. 
 

RECEIVED 
 
 22:2 Section 23 Applications 
 

The Engineer reported that the following Section 23 consents had been granted 
under delegated authority since the last meeting: 
 

LMDB/LDC/2016/041  Installation of 18.65 metres of 900mm diameter 
replacement twinwall plastic culvert off Conisholme Road at national grid 
reference TF 41062 96511 in the parish of North Somercotes. 

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/050  Temporary works associated with cleansing and 
inspection of the railway culvert on the riparian watercourse to the east 
of Thorpe Culvert Pumping Station at national grid reference TF 47392 
60547 in the parish of Thorpe St Peter. 

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/062  Installation of six linear metres of 300mm 
diameter culvert extension to an existing access culvert within a riparian 
watercourse off Roman Bank at national grid reference TF 54641 75908 
in the parish of Anderby. 

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/058  Installation of an access culvert within a riparian 
watercourse along Humberston Road at national grid reference TA 
31471 01367 in the parish of Tetney. 
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LMDB/LDC/2016/059  Installation of an access culvert within a riparian 
watercourse along Humberston Road at national grid reference TA 
31473 01343 in the parish of Tetney. 

 
The following applications had been dealt with on behalf of the Lead Local Flood 
Authority since the last Board meeting: 

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/047  Installation of nine linear metres of 300mm 
diameter access culvert within the riparian watercourse off Peppin Lane 
at national grid reference TF 31694 91503 in the parish of Fotherby. 

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/048  Installation of nine linear metres of 300mm 
diameter access culvert within the riparian watercourse off Peppin Lane 
at national grid reference TF 31710 91504 in the parish of Fotherby.  

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 22:3 Planning Applications 
 

Officers had consulted on 67 planning applications since the last Board meeting.  
Appropriate comments relating to surface water drainage had been made but no 
objections raised. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
23. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY MATTERS 
 

The Chief Executive reported that at a meeting with the Environment Agency (EA) during 
the previous week, it was planned to commence works on the River Steeping on 20th 
February 2017.  Modelling of the Steeping was still being undertaken and the Engineer 
had been approached to give his view.  That said, it remained uncertain how much work 
could be justified by the EA to address flood risk.  It was emphasised that whatever 
additional maintenance work was undertaken, to qualify for Board partnership funds, it 
would have to make a positive impact and be ongoing. 

 
The Chairman highlighted that the Vice-Chairman had posed a question at the national 
ADA Conference where he enquired the Panel’s view as to whether the balance between 
environmental spend and expenditure on the maintenance of EA watercourses/main rivers 
was indeed correct.  He gave the expenditure on a false badger set by way of example.  
This question was picked up by the EA representative and Director, Mr J. Curtin, who 
welcomed the debate on this issue formally and nationally.  The press also picked up the 
issued and raised the profile of the question. 

 
 RECEIVED 

 
24. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

The Operations Director reported on the results of the health and safety survey 
undertaken earlier in the year which showed a good overall attitude but some areas for 
improvement.  An action plan was being prepared to tackle these areas, one of which was 
the perception that some activities were becoming overly bureaucratic.  She had asked for 
examples of this and would be working with the Direct Labour Organisations across the 
Consortium to review the relevant processes with a view to finding a safe but practical 
way of carrying out operations.  One of the challenges being reviewed was to increase 
near miss reporting which seemed to be viewed warily by some employees. 
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Asbestos surveys had been completed at all buildings owned by the boards across the 
Consortium and it was noted that one property in Lindsey Marsh area had been 
highlighted as having low grade asbestos present.  Appropriate measures were in place to 
deal with this.  Legionella checks were also being undertaken at all sites with stored water 
systems and the results of this would be reported once received. 

 
 RECEIVED 

 
25. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Members were sad to learn of the death of Mr S. Scaman at the age of 99.  Mr Scaman 
had been a former employee of Alford Drainage Board and supporter of the Gayton 
Engine Preservation Society.  The Chairman had attended the funeral together with Mr 
T.H. Heys and Mr R.A.D. Unsworth. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 
 


