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Minutes of the a Meeting of the Board held at Wellington House, Manby, on Wednesday, 27th 
January 2016, at 9.00 a.m.  
 
 Messrs P.W. Pridgeon (Chairman) * Cllrs T. Aldridge 
*  G. Crust (Vice-Chairman) *  D. Andrews 
*  G. Billings  *  D. Buckley 
*  W. Cooper *  S. Dennis 
  J.L. Dodsworth   C. Green 
*  T.H. Heys   A.J. Howard 
*  J.M. Mowbray   T.J. Knowles 
*  R.H. Needham *  R.J. Palmer 
*  D.R. Tagg *  W. Parkinson 
  R.A.D. Unsworth   J. Swanson 
   *  Mrs P.F. Watson 
* Present    
 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) 
  R.P. Mitchell (Director of Operations) 
*  S. Thackray (Director of Finance) 
*  N. Campling (Works Supervisor) 
*  C.J. Manning (Environmental Officer) 
* In attendance 
 
 The Vice-Chairman (Mr G. Crust) chaired the meeting. 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs J.L. Dodsworth, P.W. Pridgeon, R.A.D. 
Unsworth, Cllrs C. Green, T. Howard and T. Knowles. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Cllr D. Buckley - agenda item 15 (N105/01934/15. 
 Mr T.H. Heys - agenda item 18 (Land at Theddlethorpe). 
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 It was agreed to discuss staffing under any other business. 
 
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 1185 to 1199) 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 25th November 2016 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING 
 
 5:1 Minute 9, Page 1187 - Plant and Compensation Committee Minutes 
 

The Chief Executive reported that the tenders for the new excavators were still 
being reviewed and a reported would be submitted to the next Board meeting. 
 
 RECEIVED 
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5:2 Minute 1-, Page 1188 - Staffing and Resources Committee Minutes 
 

The Chief Executive confirmed that the refurbishment of Wellington House was 
progressing on time and on budget. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

5:3 Minute 24, Page 1200 - Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA) Membership
  

Cllr Mr T. Aldridge had discussed this matter with East Lindsey District Council 
and members were pleased to learn that the Council had renewed its 
membership of ADA. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
5:4 Minute 25, Page 1200 - East Lindsey District Council (ELDC) Flood Alleviation 

Scrutiny Panel 
 

In response to the Vice-Chairman, Cllr T. Aldridge confirmed that he would 
request that a copy of the report be forwarded to the Board for information. 

 
The Chief Executive referred to a report by ELDC to the Executive Committee on 
12th January which incorrectly stated that ‘Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board has 
proposed increasing its levy by 2.65% for 2016/17 (£68k), other board increases 
are below 2%’.  He stated that ELDC’s payment had increased by £68k but this 
was due to the reapportionment of agricultural land to special levy (i.e. land upon 
which ELDC had authorised development) and emphasised that the proposed 
rate increase for 2016/17 was only 2%.  The Chief Executive would contact 
ELDC to have this corrected as it showed the Board in an unfavourable light.  Cllr 
Mrs P.F. Watson stated that she would discuss this with Mr S. Davy, the Chief 
Executive at ELDC. 

 
Mr N. Campling arrived. 
 

  RECEIVED 
 
6. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

A total of £166,017.31 remained outstanding in respect of drainage rates and special 
levies at 18th January 2016; 95.20% had been collected.  The final special levy instalment 
was due at the end of the month. 
 
Reminders regarding third instalment payments were posted on 15th January 2016. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
7. FINANCE 
 

The Director of Finance presented a report of income and expenditure which showed a 
net surplus at 30th November 2015 of £269,670; £676,982 favourable to budget.   
 
The full year forecast was for a deficit of £801,471; £300,814 favourable to budget (this 
included accruals brought forward for completion of capital works).   
 
Cash reserves showed a total of £2,650,450 invested.  Loans outstanding totalled 
£180,778.58 as at 10th November 2015. 
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The attached schedule of payments over £500 was sent to members following the 
meeting and no comments were received. 

 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 

(b) That the attached schedule of payments over £500 be 
circulated to members after the meeting for comment. 

 
 
9. ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1ST APRIL 2015 TO 

31ST MARCH 2016 
 

The Director of Finance presented the attached report and estimates of income and 
expenditure for 2016/17 for consideration.   
 

  RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the attached estimates of expenditure for the year 
commencing 1st April 2016 be approved in the total sum of 
£3,548,579.  

 
(b) That the amounts to be raised by means of drainage rates in 

respect of agricultural land and buildings, special levies on the 
local charging authorities and estimates of the amount from 
balances, for the year commencing 1st April 2016 be as follows: 

 
(i) by drainage rates levied in respect of 

agricultural land and buildings - £878,505,  
 
(ii) by special levy on East Lindsey District 

Council - £2,671,700, 
 
(iii) by special levy on North East Lincolnshire 

Council - £7,670, 
 
(iv) by addition to balances - £9,297.  

 
(c) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 

2016 on East Lindsey District Council be made and sealed in 
the sum of £2,671,700. 

 
(d) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 

2016 on North East Lincolnshire Council be made and sealed in 
the sum of £7,670.  

 
(e) That the statutory record of levies be made up. 
 
(f) That the drainage rate for the financial year commencing 1st 

April 2016 be made and sealed in the total sum of 14.525 
pence in the pound. 
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9 OPERATIONS REPORT 
 

9:1 Winter Maintenance Works 
 

See item 11:8 for schedule of reforming works. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

 9:2 Summer Maintenance Works 
 

The summer maintenance programme was now complete.  The cost to date 
totalled £470,936 compared to the budget of £576,088, however, there were still 
compensation payments outstanding and it was expected that the final cost 
would be in the region of £514,701.  
 

   RECEIVED 
 
 9:3 Construction Works 
 

Officers reported on construction works undertaken since the last meeting which 
included replacement of an access culvert on Ingoldmells South Branch Drain, a 
new manhole top at Henshaw Avenue, Sutton-on-Sea, and laying of a new mains 
electric cable between Biergate East and West pumping stations. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

 9:4 Environment Agency (EA) Works 
 

Work had been completed for the EA on the Steeping River and Louth Canal.  
The Louth Canal had included extensive work on the toe which should benefit the 
Board’s Tetney Outmarsh system.  Raking of a cradge of weed at Queens Bridge 
on the Greyfleet Drain had also been undertaken. 
 
The cost of the above work had been recharged to the EA/undertaken under the 
partnership agreement. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 9:5 Private Works 
 

Three jobs had been undertaken which involved weedcutting and flailing on 
private watercourses the cost of which was recharged. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
9:6 Plant and Equipment 
 

Recent repairs had been undertaken on the 2009 Land Rover at a cost of around 
£3,500.  The vehicle was used for heavy towing on a daily basis. 
 
The Works Supervisor reported that there were some minor issues with the new 
Caterpillar excavator but these would be rectified within the next couple of weeks. 

 
  RECEIVED 
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 9:7 Rainfall 
 

A schedule of pump run hours at the pumping stations was presented.  Rainfall 
recorded at Manby and Strubby averaged 56.95mm in November and 37.75mm 
in December 2015. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
10. COMPENSATION CLAIMS 
 

Officers reported on three compensation claims totalling £1,335.20 which had been paid 
in accordance with the Board's approved rates since the last Board meeting. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
11. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 

11:1 Strategy 2025 Pumping Station Refurbishments (C15300) 
 

The Engineer reported that work had been completed by Shoebridge Engineering 
at the end of November 2015 within budget. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 

11:2 Porters Sluice Pumping Station (C07148) 
 

The Engineer reported that Pump No 1 (of 2) had been refurbished by Bedford 
Pumps Ltd and was reinstalled at the end of November 2015.  The removal and 
refurbishment of pump no. 2  and other works (painting and syphon vents) was 
on hold due to the current level of saturation in the catchment and had 
provisionally been re-programmed for April 2015 subject to weather conditions.  It 
was noted that the delay would incur a small cost increase but this was 
considered the best option. 
 
Cllr R.J. Palmer reported a crack in a concrete flood wall.  The Engineer stated 
that this may just be an expansion joint but he would investigate after the 
meeting.  Cllr Palmer also reported that the level in the flood relief area was very 
high as the gates had not been opened and this may cause a problem if the wind 
direction changed.  The Engineer reported that the tail water level may have a 
small impact on pumping and he would follow this up. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
11:3 Maltby le Marsh (Beesby Road) (C15535) 

 
The Board’s Officers were discussing the scheme with interested parties 
(Lincolnshire County Council, East Lindsey District Council and riparian owners) 
and contributions towards the works had been agreed in principle. 

 
Details would be presented to the March Board meeting for consideration. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
11:4 CCTV Surveys and Jetting 2015 (C15350) 

 
The CCTV footage had been reviewed and Officers confirmed that there were no 
major issues requiring immediate remedial work. 
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The issue of the silt in the Old Sutton Main Drain (D251800), notified to the Board 
at the last meeting, had not yet been investigated because the specialist 
resources required for confined space entry had been employed on other more 
urgent works.  

 
 Officers reported the out-turn cost as follows:- 

 
   Budget 
  

Original Budget 2015/2016 £85,000 
Vired to overspend in CCTV 2014/2015 -£11,025 
Available budget 2015/2016 £73,975 

 
   Expenditure 
  

CCTV works as per contract £71,366 
DLO Preparation Works £1,081 
Estimated cost for silt investigations on 
Old Sutton Main Drain 

£2,678 

   TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE 

£75,125 

  
Potential Overspend £1,150 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the above potential overspend be noted. 
 

11:5 Sea Road Drain Branch No. 2 - Ancaster Avenue  Pipe Refurbishment (C15353) 
 

The Engineer reported that detailed investigations and further CCTV surveys of 
the culvert had established that the pipe had outfalls at both ends.  The original 
scheme to completely relay the pipe to fall in one direction had, therefore, been 
reviewed and a revised scheme prepared to refurbish the existing pipeline to 
remove the damaged and/or obstructed lengths.  This work, estimated to cost 
£75,000 could be financed from the remaining budget of £93,806. 

 
The Board’s Officers were preparing the contract documents and the Board's 
Direct Labour Organisation would be included on the tender list. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board proceed with the work to refurbish the pipeline, 
replacing any damaged sections, and that the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman be granted delegated authority to approve the 
most suitable tender within the budget of £93,806. 

 
11:6 Church Lane Drain Culvert Repairs  (C15352) 

 
The Engineer reported on the following quotations received for the alteration 
works to accommodate the obstruction caused by a lateral sewer pipe: 

 

 J E Spence and Son Ltd  £ 8,800 

 Anglian Water Services Limited  £ 29,287 plus risk £4,366 
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The current available budget for the work was £10,000 and an order had been 
placed with J E Spence and Son Ltd to carry out the work in February 2016. 

 
In response to the Vice-Chairman, the Engineer reported that it was on occasion 
more cost effective to use local companies to undertake the work. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 

11:7 Boygrift Pumping Station - Replacement of automatic weedscreen (C15305) 
 

Following the decision at the last Board meeting, the Engineer reported that a 
discount of £2,619 had been obtained for the Boygrift weedscreen cleaner as it 
had been packaged with two other weedscreen cleaners to be purchased by the 
Consortium.  Work was due to be undertaken in the Spring/Summer 2016. 
 
The Works Supervisor reported that there had been problems with the hoist 
motors on some of the older weedscreens.  The Engineer reported that there was 
always an issue with obsolete parts on older equipment and it was sometimes 
cheaper to replace rather than try to repair.  The larger motors were sent away to 
be rewound but this was not always cost effective on the smaller ones.  Mr W. 
Cooper enquired whether it would be worthwhile keeping spares.  The Engineer 
confirmed that the whole life cost was always calculated and the cleaners that 
were experiencing problems were installed in the 1990s so were now over 20 
year’s old.  Although these were included in the replacement programme it was 
noted that some of these may have to be brought forward. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
11:8 Reforming Works 

 
The attached schedule of reforming works was circulated. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
12. TRITTON KNOLL 
 

The Board’s Officers continued to work with Witham Fourth District Internal Drainage 
Board and Black Sluice Internal Drainage Board to find a mutually acceptable solution 
with RWE.  Some of the Boards' concerns had been resolved but matters relating to the 
details of the Protective Provisions, Restrictive Covenants and construction depth below 
riparian watercourses where open cut techniques were to be used had still to be agreed. 
The hearing had taken place in January 2016 and the Planning Inspectorate had taken 
advice from all parties involved. 
 
The Development Consent Order had been set up to show a 9m no-go zone and a 2m 
easement below the hard bed level of all Board maintained watercourses.  Similar 
distances were being sought for private watercourses but RWE was offering 1.9m.   
 
A decision was awaited from the Planning Inspectorate and it was hoped to be able to 
report further to the March Board meeting. 
 
Mr D.R. Tagg stated that the Board must stand firm on this to ensure that the Board’s 
systems were protected.  This was unanimously agreed by all members.  Mr Tagg stated 
that the cables must be laid at a sufficient distance from the watercourse to enable the 
Board to undertake channel widening in the future should the need arise. 
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The Engineer confirmed that the pipelines would be marked above ground and there 
would be no detriment to the Board’s day to day activities. 
 
Mr R.H. Needham referred to the wind farm cables from Gayton le Marsh to Louth.  He 
was concerned about the workmanship and stated that the cable had originally been put 
through a culvert but then removed and relayed above.  The Engineer was not aware of 
any issues but asked members to let him know if they had any concerns about specific 
locations. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
13. BANK MOVEMENT - WATER TOWER DRAIN BRANCH 
 

A complaint had been received from the owner of 79 Beacon Park Drive, Skegness 
alleging that movement of the right bank of the Board maintained Water Tower Drain 
Branch had affected his garden fencing.  This matter had first been brought to the Board’s 
attention in 2014 when a decision was made to monitor the situation.  

 
The Engineer stated that the dimensions of the watercourse had been measured before 
and after last year’s weedcutting operations and the measurements showed no noticeable 
difference in the dimensions of the watercourse.   

 
The complainant had advised that the garden fence was erected within the property 
boundary when the property was purchased in 1992 and that the fence had originally 
been positioned sufficiently far from the bank top to permit pedestrian access between the 
fence line and bank top.  The complainant maintained that the Board’s annual 
maintenance had caused the bank movement and subsequent instability to the fence, and 
had requested that the Board restore the watercourse bank to its original position.  

 
The Engineer reported on two similar instances where the Board had culverted 
watercourses; Wainfleet Common Drain where the landowner had paid the full cost of 
materials and labour, and Highgate Lane Drain where the Board had made a small 
financial contribution.  

 
It was noted that there were a further eight properties on this section of watercourse that 
also had fences along the drain bank top and there was the possibility of further 
complaints.  When the matter was first reported to the Board in June 2014 the cost of 
culverting the entire length of watercourse was approximately £17,700.  The Engineer 
stated that although he was not aware of any current planning applications for the land on 
the left bank of Water Tower Drain there was a reasonable expectation that the land 
would be developed in the future.  
 
The Engineer stated that no matter how careful the driver was, when annual maintenance 
was continually undertaken from the same side, inevitably the stability of the opposite 
bank would be affected over time as the toe of the bank became steeper. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, in conclusion the Engineer reported that the drain was 
exhibiting signs of general instability and he planned to undertake further detailed 
inspections.  A further report would be submitted to the next Board meeting. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That Officers undertake further investigations and report back to the next 
Board meeting. 
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14. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

14:1 Impact of IDB maintenance operations on Agri-Environment Schemes 
 

The Environmental Officer explained that the Agriculture (Cross compliance) 
Regulations 2009 (as amended) exempt a landowner from deductions in Basic 
Payment Scheme payments when failure was due to the actions of a Statutory 
Undertaker such as an IDB.  This exemption was known to safeguard agreement 
holders’ payments when failure of Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition 
was due to IDB activities.  Clarification was awaited from the Rural Payments 
Agency on whether this applied to Ecological Focus Areas. 

 
It was noted that Natural England had confirmed that the clause in Countryside 
Stewardship buffer strip options “Do not use the buffer strip as an access route 
for vehicles or stock” related to access associated with farming activity and did 
not prevent using the buffer strip for occasional necessary flood risk management 
works.  Natural England had also advised that for IDB desilting and reforming 
works, agreement holders request a “Minor and temporary adjustment to 
Agreement management” for the duration of the works. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 

14:2 Oil Seed Rape & Wild Brassica Rapa 
 

Following a request from the Plant and Compensation Committee the 
Environmental Officer gave a presentation on the control and spread of oilseed 
rape including the cost and effectiveness of using a “Weedwiper” to apply 
Glysophate.  The estimated cost per annum (based on 20% of the Board’s 
watercourses) of chemical control was £56,301 as opposed to £138.262 for 
flailing (based on three cuts).  The Environmental Officer did not consider that the 
use of a weedwiper would be effective (although it could be useful for other 
works) and the cost of flailing was cost prohibitive.  He did, however, state that 
hydroseeding following reforming works would help establish a sward quicker 
and improve bank stability. 
 
Cllr R.J. Palmer stated that any chemicals used should be ‘bee friendly’. 
 
Cllr T. Aldridge enquired whether the highways authority had considered this 
issue as it was also a problem along verges.  The Environment Officers agreed to 
contact the highways authority and enquire. 
 
 RESOLVED 

 
(a) That an advice note be prepared and made available 

to all landowners who may require information on the 
ways to control the spread of oils seed rape and wild 
brassica rapa. 

 
(b) That an item be included on the newsletter and 

website. 
 
15. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 
 15:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The Engineer reported on the following Byelaw applications that had been dealt 
with under delegated authority since the last Board meeting: 
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LMDB/LDC/2015/049  Installation of an underground electricity cable 
crossing the Board maintained Vicarage Drain at national grid reference 
TF 55688 70938 in the parish of Chapel St Leonards. 

 
LMDB/LDC/2015/044  Construction of a surface water outfall into the left 
bank of the Board maintained Ingoldmells North Branch Drain from 
Kingfisher Caravan Park at national grid reference TF 56608 69169 in 
the parish of Ingoldmells. 

 
LMDB/LDC/2015/045  Installation of 55 land drainage outfalls from O.S. 
field numbers 1059, 5600, 7600, 7814, 7230, 9434 and 1642 in the 
banks of the Board maintained Croft Drain between national grid 
references TF 50637 30039 and TF 51278 60612 in the parish of Croft. 

 
LMDB/LDC/2015/046  Installation of three land drainage outfalls from 
O.S. field number 7167 in the banks of the Board maintained Fred 
Wests Drain between national grid references TF 50598 60642 and TF 
50625 60585 in the parish of Croft. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
 15:2 Section 23 Applications 
 

The Engineer reported that the following Section 23 consent had been granted 
under delegated authority since the last meeting: 
 

LMDB/LDC/2015/048  Installation of a six linear metre culvert within a 
private watercourse along Rats Pen Lane at national grid reference TF 
39525 82572 in the parish of South Reston. 

 
There had been no applications dealt with on behalf of the Lead Local Flood 
Authority since the last Board meeting. 
 

   RECEIVED 
 
 15:3 Planning Applications 
 

Officers had consulted on 22 planning applications since the last Board meeting.  
Comments had been made but no objections raised. 
 
Cllr D. Buckley expressed concern about the impact of the proposed 
development of land for 46 dwellings adjacent to Eastfield Road, Louth.  It was 
agreed that he would discuss this with the Board’s Planning and Byelaw Officer. 
 

   RECEIVED 
 
16. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY MATTERS 
 

16:1 Maintenance Funding - Local Choices Regional Flood and Coastal Committee 
(RFCC) Support  

 
Officers reported that in early autumn 2015, the Environment Agency (EA) 
Anglian North Region which included Lincolnshire had been advised that revenue 
(maintenance) funding for 2016/2017 would be reduced by 25%; this equated to 
a £1.7M reduction on the 2015/2016 settlement of circa £9.4M.  This was in 
addition to an in-year reduction that resulted in maintenance works valued at 
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£0.5M being deferred in 2015/2016 thus creating a backlog of uncompleted 
works.  The result of this would be a reduced level of maintenance across the 
county with some areas being totally un-funded. 

 
In September, the Regional Flood and Coastal Committee (RFCC) had 
considered the following options to use local levy funds to underpin the revenue 
maintenance program for 2016/2017: 

 
Option 1 - Invest £1.7M to sustain total maintenance funding as the 
2015/2016 start of year position. 
 
Option 2 - Invest £2.2M to carry out works as per Option 1, plus delivery 
of £0.5M of works deferred in 2015/2016. 

 
Both options would still leave a shortfall of 15% on the full maintenance cost 
requirements for 2016/2017. 

 
The RFCC had voted unanimously to support Option 2 which would result in 
maintenance in all areas of the Board's district being fully funded, excepting the 
Firsby/Croft area which would be part funded.  This decision was welcomed by 
Board members.  The Engineer reported that the local levy money (estimated at 
£5M) had historically been used to fund capital projects that may not attract grant 
aid.  Officers emphasised that this agreement was for 2016/2017 only and there 
would be no guarantee that this money would be available to fund work in future 
years. 

 
Since the September meeting the Chief Executive and Engineer had attended 
two meetings with representatives of the EA; the first being a workshop to 
consider the long term future of main river maintenance and the potential de-
maining in Lincolnshire, and the second a presentation from the EA’s Catchment 
Manager who had outlined the detailed works plans for the Board's area in 
2016/2017.  A presentation on the workshop was given to members. 
 
Officers had confirmed with the EA that the Board would be willing to undertake 
maintenance work on a rechargeable basis.  Mr R.H. Needham enquired 
whether, now that funding was available, this would mean that those main rivers 
that had not been regularly maintained would be cleaned out.  The Engineer 
stated that the funding was for maintenance work, e.g. weedcutting, and not for 
reforming/desilting. 
 
 RECEIVED 

  
16:2 Main River Maintenance Proposals 2016/2017 

 
The Environment Agency (EA) was pleased with the work undertaken by the 
Board under the PSCA which had included work on the Louth Canal, Woldgrift 
Drain, Willoughby High Drain and Steeping River (upstream of Haven House) in 
2015/2016.  The EA wished to continue this arrangement for the next financial 
year but would confirm the details early in 2016. 

 
As mentioned briefly above, only partial funding was available for the Cowcroft 
Drain at Croft and other drains at Firsby which would be 60% funded.  The EA 
was to advise on the implications of this but Officers emphasised that the Board's 
systems relied on these watercourses for continuity of conveyance. 

 
Officers presented the following breakdown of EA maintenance funding of main 
rivers in the Board's area for 2016/2017: 
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Grant in Aid (GiA) £800,000.00 

General Drainage Charge (GDC) £180,000.00 

IDB Precept (IDB) £344,000.00 

Local Levy (LL) £220,000.00 

Total £1,544,000.00 

 
This showed that around 75% of the Board's precept was to be spent on main 
river maintenance activity. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
16:3 Withdrawal / De-maining of Rivers - Update 

 
Officers presented an update on the ongoing discussions between the 
Environment Agency, Lead Local Flood Authority and the Board on potential 
withdrawal or de-maining. 
 
Officers stated that, to ensure conveyance, it was essential to maintain the whole 
section of a watercourse and this could only be achieved if maintenance was 
undertaken by a single authority.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
16:4 River Steeping, Enhanced Maintenance and Bank Raising on Steeping River 

Relief Channel 
 

The Chief Executive reported that the Environment Agency (EA) had been tasked 
by Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) to take forward a partnership scheme for 
the River Steeping.  He had not yet heard how this was progressing but a report 
was due this month. 
 
Members agreed that the heavy rainfall and excessive weedgrowth in 2007 had 
proved that weed restricted flows and that regular maintenance and desilting was 
essential.  It was also pointed out that if flooding did occur the recovery time was 
massively improved if the channel was clear of obstructions.  
 
It was agreed that officers would put forward a proposal for action on the River 
Steeping; details to be sent to Cll S. Dennis who would discuss with the local 
M.P., Mr M. Warman.  Members stated that the Board would no longer tolerate 
any further delays with the work. 

 
    RESOLVED  
 

That Officers put together a proposal for action to undertake 
work on the River Steeping.  

 
17. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

The Chief Executive reported on nine incidents across the Consortium since the last 
Board meeting; fortunately no major injuries were sustained.  Investigations were 
underway and any necessary measures would be implemented to reduce or eliminate the 
risk of similar occurrences in the future. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
  



Minutes of a Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board meeting held on 27th January 2016 
 

- 1213 - 
 

18. PURCHASE OF LAND 
 
 18:1 Land at Trusthorpe 
 

Details of this item are recorded on pink paper.  
 
 18:2 Land at Theddlethorpe 

 
 Mr T.H. Heys left the meeting whilst this item was discussed. 
 

The Chief Executive reported that when undertaking the registration of land 
owned by the Board it had come to light that there was some confusion as to the 
ownership of land near to Theddlethorpe Pumping Station.  A review of the 
Board’s historical records had been undertaken and these showed that the Board 
had purchased two triangular parcels of land (approximately 1.7 acres) from the 
Heys family in 1955.  Although there was no evidence that the land had been 
resold, the Board’s rating records showed this land in the ownership of the Heys 
family.  The Chief Executive further stated that there was no evidence to indicate 
that the Board owned the access track to the pumping station (approximately 1.8 
acres) which was in the ownership of the Heys family.  The Chief Executive had 
met with Mr Heys who was of the opinion that an agreement had been made with 
the former Clerk of the Board that these two areas of land had been exchanged 
some years since.  It was recommended that a formal exchange of these two 
areas of land be undertaken and the land be reregistered.  The Board would 
retain ownership of the watercourse and rights of way over the land and track 
would be given to adjacent landowners. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board transfer ownership of two small 
triangular parcels to Mr Heys (approx. 1.7 acres) in 
exchange for Mr Heys transferring part of the access 
track (running from PS to New Gayton Engine Drain) to 
the Board (approx. 1.8 acres). 

 
(b) That the Board retain ownership of watercourse and 

rights of way over triangular parcels of land. 
 

(c) That Mr Heys and adjacent landowners be granted a 
right of way along access track from PS to New Gayton 
Engine Drain. 

 
(d) That the Board to seek to register the remainder of 

access track (from New Gayton Engine Drain to the 
road) which was currently unregistered (rights of way 
to be granted to landowners). 

 
20. STAFFING 
 

The Chief Executive reported that the Pumping Station Mechanical and Electrical 
Project Manager vacancy had been advertised internally across the Consortium 
and applications were due back on 27th January.  It was noted that should a 
suitable candidate be found internally, it would leave a vacancy elsewhere in the 
organisation.   

 
Members were sad to hear that the Director of Operations had submitted his 
resignation and asked the Chief Executive to thank him for his hard work and to 
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pass on their best wishes to him for the future.  The Chief Executive and 
Engineer would be undertaking a full review of staffing to ensure that the right 
appointments were made to best serve the needs of the Board and the 
Consortium and this was welcomed by members. 
 

  RECEIVED  
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


