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Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at Wellington House, Manby, on Wednesday, 24th January 
2018. 
 
*  G. Crust (Chairman) * Cllrs T. Aldridge 
  S.W. Eyre (Vice-Chairman) *  D. Andrews 
*  W. Cooper *  S. Dennis 
*  T.H. Heys *  A.J. Howard 
*  J.M. Mowbray    T.J. Knowles 
*  R.H. Needham  *  D. McNally 
*  P.W. Pridgeon    R.J. Palmer 
*  D.R. Tagg *  W. Parkinson 
*  R.A.D. Unsworth *  J. Swanson 
  O. Shooter *  Mrs P.F. Watson 
     Mrs W. Bowkett 
* Present    

 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) 
*  A. Dale (Operations Manager) 
* Mrs J.D. Watson (Operations Director) 
* Ms D. Proctor (Finance Officer) 
   
* In attendance 

 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs S.W. Eyre, P.W. Pridgeon, O. Shooter, 
Cllrs T.J. Knowles, R.J. Palmer and Mrs W. Bowkett.  

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Mr J. Swanson - agenda item 15 - Planning Applications.  
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 The Chairman stated that he would like to discuss IT under item 18. 
 
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 1319 to 1332) 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 29th November 2017 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING 
 
 5:1 Minute 8:1, Page 1320 - Finance 
 
  In response to Mr R.A.D. Unsworth, the Chief Executive reported that the review of 

investments had not been progressed.  
 
   RECEIVED  
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5:2 Minute 19, Page 1328 - Interim Beach Management Along Lincolnshire Coast 2018-21 
 
  In response to Mr D.R. Tagg, the Engineer reported that a full consultation was being 

undertaken and all options were being reviewed but it looked likely that a combination 
of hard and soft defences would be used.  It was noted that there would be no change 
for the next three years. 

 
Cllr T. Howard reported that a meeting had been arranged in Sutton-on-Sea in the next 
couple of weeks to discuss the Lincolnshire Coastal Bid.  Officers agreed to find out the 
details.  

 
   RECEIVED  
 
 5:3 Minute 25, Page 1331 - Staffing 
 

Members were pleased to hear that the Engineer had agreed to remain full time until 
October 2018.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
6. PLANT AND COMPENSATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

6:1 RESOLVED 
 

That the attached minutes of the Plant and Compensation Committee meeting 
held on the 8th November 2017 be confirmed as a correct record and adopted by 
the Board. 

 
6:2 Plant Purchases 
 

The Operations Director gave a report on the three tenders received for a new 
excavator; a further three suppliers had not submitted tenders.  A full adjudication had 
yet to be undertaken but it looked likely that only one tender would meet the full 
specification and offer a reasonable warranty.  The Chief Executive confirmed that 
investigations into an extended warranty would also be undertaken.  The Operations 
Director stated that a delivery date would be confirmed once a machine had been 
ordered but if the order was placed as soon as possible, a new machine should be 
delivered in June/July.  It was noted that only one tender had come in below the 
£165,000 budget, however, the Operations Director stated that the tenders for the 
tractor had come in under budget so the cost could be offset.  Members were 
disappointed at the number of tenders received.  Volvo had suggested a two-part boom 
may be an option and had requested a meeting on site to see whether this would meet 
the Board's requirements.   
 
The Operations Director then reported on the four tenders received for a new tractor.  
Unfortunately, three of these were not of sufficient weight to carry the flail and Officers 
had therefore asked all tenderers to resubmit for a heavier machine.   
 
Cllr J. Swanson declared an interest as an ex-employee of Case New Holland. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the Plant and Compensation Committee be granted delegated 
authority to consider and approve the most suitable tender for a new 
excavator and tractor within an overall budget of £330,000. 
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7. STAFFING AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

The Chairman reported that the annual meeting with Internal Drainage Boards and East 
Lindsey District Council had not been arranged this year. 

 
 Officers had yet to query the reason for the increase in business rates on Wellington House.  
 

 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting held on 8th November be confirmed as a correct 
record and adopted by the Board. 

 
8. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
  

A total of £152,672.25 remained outstanding in respect of drainage rates and special levies 
at 12th January 2018.  The total collection rate for rates and special levies to date was 
95.80% which was slightly higher than the same time last year. 

 
Reminders had been posted on the 16th January 2018. 

 
 RECEIVED 
 

9. FINANCE 
 

The Finance Officer presented a detailed report on income and expenditure up to 31st 
December 2017.  This showed a net deficit of £278,325 which was some £173,419 lower 
than expected.  An update on the forecast for the year end would be given under minute 10.   

 
A total of £2,609,657 was currently invested and two loans totalling £105,073.08 were 
outstanding. 
 
A schedule of payments over £500 was circulated. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 
   (a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 
   (b)  That the attached schedule of payments over £500 be approved. 
 
10. ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 1ST APRIL 2018 TO 

31ST MARCH 2019 
 

The Finance Officer presented the attached estimates of income and expenditure for the 
year commencing 1st April 2018.   
 
A 2% increase had been allowed for inflation where applicable.  Due to the continued 
pressure on the Board's finances, Officers recommended an increase of 2%.  Some minor 
amendments were made to the figures initially presented. 
 
The Chief Executive confirmed that the estimates were broadly in line with the ten-year plan 
but emphasised that inflation was running at around 3% and Brexit may have some impact 
on future plant costs.  It was noted that the Unions were hoping for a 2% increase on wages 
and salaries for 2018/19. 
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Mr T.H. Heys queried why the pumping station costs had not been increased for next year 
when there was a predicted overspend this year.  The Engineer explained that costs were 
based on an average of the last six years; higher costs were expected this year because of 
the exceptionally wet winter and this would be met from balances.  
 
The Chief Executive reported that a review of alternative investment opportunities would be 
undertaken in the next financial year.  
 
It was proposed by Mr R.H. Needham and seconded by Mr W. Parkinson that the estimates 
be approved.  
 

(a) That the attached estimates of income and expenditure for the year commencing 
1st April 2018 be approved in the total sum of £3,699,308.  

 
(b) That the amounts to be raised by means of drainage rates in respect of 

agricultural land and buildings, special levies on the local charging authorities 
and estimates of the amount from balances, for the year commencing 1st April 
2018 be as follows: 

 
(i) by drainage rates levied in respect of agricultural land and buildings - 

£904,445,  
 
(ii) by special levy on East Lindsey District Council - £2,771,509, 
 
(iii) by special levy on North East Lincolnshire Council - £7,902, 
 
(iv) by deduction from balances - £15,452.  

 
(c) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2018 on East 

Lindsey District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £2,771,509. 
 
(d) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2018 on North 

East Lincolnshire Council be made and sealed in the sum of £7,902.  
 
(e) That the statutory record of levies be made up. 
 
(f) That the drainage rate for the financial year commencing 1st April 2018 be made 

and sealed in the total sum of 14.96 pence in the pound. 
 

11. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 
 11:1 Winter Maintenance Works 
 

Winter work was well underway, full details of the reforming programme would be 
presented under minute 13:9. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 11:2 Construction Works 
 

Work was also underway in preparation for the new automatic weedscreen cleaner to 
be fitted at Ludney Pumping Station in March and improvements to the compounds 
were being made at Nursery and Boothby Pumping Stations. 
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Fencing and gates had also been erected at Acre Gap, Sutton-on-Sea and the Project 
was now complete. 
 
 RECEIVED 

  
 15:3 Current Asset Status 
 

The Operations Director reported that there was a minor problem at Burgh Sluice 
Pumping Station but the station was being operated manually.  Some calibration of the 
telemetry was required at Howdales and Nursery Pumping Stations and this was being 
addressed.  Minor faults with the motor on pump one at Theddlethorpe, the greaser on 
pump one at Thorpe Culvert, and the motor on the weedrake at Trusthorpe Pumping 
Station were also being dealt with but were not of major concern.     

 
All plant was working well and the new Ford Ranger had been delivered. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 15:4 Strubby Depot Refurbishment 
 

 The Operations Director reported that a contract had been issued for replacement 
doors and quotations were being sought for improvements to the site which included 
lighting and drainage improvements, repairs to the yard and access road, and work on 
the fuel tanks and pumps.  It was hoped to complete this work within the current 
financial year.  In response to queries from members, the Operations Director stated 
that new doors had come in cheaper than repairing the existing ones. 

 
Further improvements at the site were being investigated to include the provision of 
additional storage for plant and machinery, improvements to the workshop facility, 
alterations to the office space and welfare facilities and enhanced electrical and 
communication systems.  The Chief Executive emphasised that the current layout was 
probably not the best use of space.  Should the Board agree to proceed with the 
refurbishment, Scape (a public-sector partnership) would be employed to assist with 
the design and procurement of tenders.  A full report would be presented to the Board 
for approval with a view to undertaking the work in 2018/19. 
 
Mr T.H. Heys stated that it did not seem long ago that the offices at Strubby had been 
renovated. 
 
  RECEIVED 

 
 15:5 Rainfall 
 

Pump run hours were circulated information.  Rainfall at Strubby and Manby averaged 
44.55 in November and 53.8 in December 2017. 

    
  RECEIVED 

 
Mr W. Cooper left the meeting. 
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12. COMPENSATION 
 
 12:1 Compensation Claims 
 

Officers reported on six compensation claims totalling £756.00 which had been paid in 
accordance with the Board's approved rates since the last meeting. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 12:2 Compensation Rates 
 

The Operations Director reported the following compensation rates for crop loss and 
grazing land which had been calculated in accordance with the Board's policy.   

 
 

2017/18 Rate  
(per acre) 

2018/2019 Rate  
(per acre) 

Crop Loss with Notice of Entry Cereal £254.70 
Oilseed Rape £273.38 

Cereal £253.80 
Oilseed Rape £264.75 

Crop Loss without Notice (Sep-Feb) Cereal £382.05 
Oilseed Rape £410.06 

Cereal £380.70 
Oilseed Rape £397.13 

Crop Loss without Notice (Mar-Harvest) Cereal £509.40 
Oilseed Rape £546.75 

Cereal £507.60 
Oilseed Rape £529.50 

Grazing Land £150 £150 

Grazing Land reinstatement work £200 £200 

Permanent Loss of Use of Land £7,470 TBC  

Weedcutting 
(per Linear Metre) 

Cereal 25p 
Oilseed Rape 54p 

Cereal 25p 
Oilseed Rape 52p 

 
It was noted that the figures for loss of use of land were not yet available and would be 
brought back to the March Board meeting. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the compensation rates for maintenance work be updated in line with the 
Board's policy. 

 
13. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 
13:1 Howdales Pumping Station Refurbishment (C16351) 
 

The Engineer reported that the pumps had been delivered to the Board’s depot at Strubby for 
storage pending drier conditions as the sump would require dewatering to facilitate 
installation which was planned for Spring 2018.   
 
When installing the automatic weedscreen cleaner it was found that the existing weedscreen 
bars did not have uniform spacing, causing the weedscreen cleaner to twist when it made 
contact with the bars.  The following options had therefore been considered: 

 
  (1) Install rollers to the weedscreen gripper.  This would allow the gripper to function 

but would not allow full penetration of the screen.  Cost £625 plus V.A.T. 
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  (2) Alter the existing weedscreen bars at a cost of £3,775 plus V.A.T.  Officers 
reported that this option would require something in place to protect the pumps 
while the existing weedscreen bars were away being altered. 

 
  (3) Install newly fabricated weedscreen bars at a cost of £7,665 plus V.A.T.  Whilst 

this was the most expensive, Officers favoured this Option as it would mean that 
the  weedscreen and cleaner were fully compatible resulting in a better clean and 
eliminating the risk of ongoing faults due to snagging between the gripper and 
weedscreen bars. 

 
The Engineer confirmed that there were sufficient funds within the approved budget to 
accommodate the variation and recommended Option 3 which would bring the life 
expectancy of the weedscreen in-line with all other elements. 

 
The predicted out-turn expenditure was likely to be in excess of the post-tender estimate by 
around £10,000, however, the Engineer stated that it was still within the overall budget for 
the Scheme. 
 
In response to Cllr J. Swanson, the Engineer confirmed that the scrap value of the existing 
weedscreen had not been taken into account. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That new weedscreen bars be fabricated for Howdales Pumping Station at a cost 
of £7,665. 

  
 13:2 Ludney Pumping Station - Automatic Weedscreen Cleaner (C17304) 
 

The Engineer confirmed that all civils and electrical works had been completed at the 
station in advance of the new weedscreen cleaner which was due to be installed in 
Spring 2018. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 13:3 Strategy 2025 Pumping Station Refurbishments (C16300) 
 

The Engineer reported that works at Nursery and Boothby Pumping Stations were 
substantially complete with some minor electrical works awaiting completion. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 13:4 Boygrift Pumping Station Refurbishment and Eels (England and Wales) Regulations 

2009 Compliance (C17352)  
 

Works to refurbish and extend the life of the building were ongoing.  The Engineer 
reported that a variation to the contract would be required as the insulation material 
under the roof covering was not as expected and would need replacing with new 
insulation and boarding prior to the new roof covering being installed.  He stated that 
the additional cost could be accommodated within the approved budget.   

 
The Board had originally planned to refurbish Boygrift Pumping Station, with works 
budgeted at £314,000 to extend the life of the station for at least 30 years. 

 
Currently Boygrift Pumping Station had an exemption from complying with the Eel 
Regulations but the Engineer stated that, if major refurbishment works were 
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undertaken, the proposals must satisfy the demands of the Eel Regulations or 
demonstrably comply with the Regulations as much as possible to enable an 
exemption to be secured. 

 
A report had been commissioned from J.A. Services Limited to consider options for Eel 
Regulation Compliance at Boygrift Pumping Station.  This process had allowed 
selection of a preferred option by working through a hierarchical list of potential 
measures that could be considered starting with the installation of a fine meshed 
screen with 2mm spacings (the only fully compliant measure with the Eel Regulations 
in place in the UK).  The Engineer stated that these screens were expensive to install 
and were unlikely to be appropriate for retrofitting at existing pumping stations.  Current 
advice was that an environmental cost/benefit calculation should be undertaken and 
only those options with a ratio of 1.5 or above be considered. 

 
The Engineer stated that in this case, the fitting of three fish friendly pumps, and 
replacement of the existing syphonic discharge arrangement with gate valves in the 
pumping station and flap valve at the outfall bay was the first option in the hierarchical 
list that met the benefit to cost ratio requirement and this was, therefore, the preferred 
solution providing that funding was available.  The Chief Executive explained that 
because of its location, there was a higher amount of grant available and the 
Environment Agency had allocated flood defence grant in aid of £860,000 in their 
2018/19 programme.   A Business Case to support the grant was being prepared by 
Officers. 
 
Officers expected that it would be possible to fit three fish friendly pumps and, if 
required, line the discharge pipes.  This would effectively provide a new pumping 
station with a life expectancy of at least 60 years.  It was unlikely that the Board would 
need to increase the original budget provision for the project and expected that a full 
exemption would be issued by the Environment Agency on completion of the works in 
Autumn 2018. 
 
In response to Mr T.H. Heys, the Engineer thought it unlikely that grant aid would not 
be forthcoming but stated that he would keep the Board informed if there was any risk 
of this not being the case. 
 
In response to Mr J.M. Mowbray, the Engineer stated that some remodelling of the site 
would be required including the sluice valve, flap valve and shaping of the sump and 
outfall bay; coffer dams would be installed to enable this work to be undertaken. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board proceed with the refurbishment of Boygrift Pumping 
Station, fitting three fish friendly pumps and replacing the syphonic 
discharge arrangement as reported above, subject to the receipt of 
grant in aid. 

 
(b) That the existing budget be increased by £6,500. 

 
 13:5 Ingoldmells Pumping Station - Building Repairs 2017 (C15306) 
 
  Officers reported that all works were now complete. 
 
   RECEIVED 
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13:6 Burgh Sluice Pumping Station - Emergency Repairs 
 

The Engineer reported that the new pump starter/control cubicle (electrical equipment 
and new panel door) for pump number 1 had been installed in the week before 
Christmas.  Final commissioning was still to be completed but the pump was available 
on manual control when required. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 13:7 Maltby le Marsh Village Improvement Scheme (C15535) 
 

The Engineer reported that work was underway on Phase 2 of the Scheme.  The first 
part of the work which involved the replacement of a 50 metre length of culvert with a 
larger pipe was complete. 
 
Trees and bushes had been cleared by the Board's Direct Labour Organisation along a 
103 metre section of the open watercourse ready to start the next stage of the works.  
The Engineer reported that the original proposal for this section had been to reform the 
watercourse but due to future access issues and a heavy line of trees on the opposite 
bank which the landowner did not wish to be removed, it was decided that the best 
option would be to culvert and fill this section of watercourse.  Work had been delayed 
while Officers negotiated with the landowners regarding the proposed work and 
concerns which had been raised regarding security.  Agreement had now been 
reached with all landowners and the contractors were back on site.  An update on this 
and the final part of the Scheme would be presented to the next meeting. 

 
Officers confirmed that a contribution of £15,000 towards the work had been secured 
from Lincolnshire County Council.  

 
It was noted that despite the change in scope, the project was currently well within the 
approved budget. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 13:8 Porters Sluice Pumping Station - Repairs to Deck Slab and Wing Wall (C16304) 
 

As reported at the last Board meeting, works to repair the deck slab and wing walls at 
the station were complete.  

 
Officers reported that the Board’s Direct Labour Organisation had installed a new 
weedscreen, replaced two rotted side culverts, placed a lean concrete fill in the gravity 
tunnel to prevent inundation of silt and installed a new gauge board at the station. 

 
The Engineer reported that the final out-turn cost of £92,883.09 was within the overall 
budget of £105,000.00 for the Scheme. 
 
 RECEIVED  

 
 13:9 Reforming Works 
 

The attached Reforming Works Programme was circulated for information. 
 
 RECEIVED 
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14. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 
 14:1 Association of Drainage Authorities/Environment Agency Eel Liaison Group 
 

The Engineer reported that the Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA) had made 
strong representations on the issues with the present delivery of the Eel Regulations, 
particularly: affordability, proportionate cost and incremental benefits.   
 
The Board currently allocated 5% on refurbishment and replacement schemes for eel 
measures; an amount that was considered reasonable.  It was noted that the 
Environment Agency’s (EA) Fisheries Teams would expect measures to be delivered if 
the environmental benefit cost ratio was over 1.5, however, they recognised that as a 
public body the Board was bound by public spending rules so if the money was not 
available an exemption would be provided. 

 
Internal Drainage Boards, together with ADA, had provided funding for the EA/Hull 
International Fisheries Institute to undertake research and produce evidence that would 
allow the EA to evidence their decisions on implementation of the Eel Regulations and 
advise on pragmatic solutions.  The Engineer reported that at the moment, installation 
of fish friendly pumps seemed the most likely solution for IDB pumping stations, if, as at 
Boygrift it was possible to remove bends from the discharge pipe work so that eels and 
fish were not damaged in passing through the pipe work. 

 
The Eel Liaison Group was reviewing current delivery across catchments, and would 
advise the EA Board prior to the review of the delivery of the Eel Regulations for EA 
and IDB pumping stations. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 14:2 Water Resources Abstraction Licenses 
 

The Engineer reported that although some IDB abstraction of water from main rivers 
was licensed, most operated under exemptions.  These exemptions had now been 
removed and Internal Drainage Boards would be required to apply for licenses before 
31st December 2018 for all abstraction points that exceed 20m3 per day. 

 
Officers were aware of four points in the Board's area and a full report would be 
presented to the next Board meeting detailing these and the costs of obtaining the 
necessary licenses.      

  
   RECEIVED 
 
15. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 
 15:1 Byelaw Applications  
 

The engineer reported that the following byelaw applications had been dealt with under 
delegated authority. 
 

LMDB/LDC/2017/049  Construction of up to six linear metres of dropped kerb 
vehicular access within eight metres of the Board maintained Sands Drain culvert 
at at national grid reference TF 51365 84172,4 Ocean Court, Seaholme Road, in 
the parish of Mablethorpe.   
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LMDB/LDC/2017/053  Installation of a replacement concrete path at the front of 
No.48 within eight meters but no closer than three metres off the Board 
maintained Golf Road Drain culvert at national grid reference TF49920 85853, off 
Golf Road in the parish of Mablethorpe.   

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 15:2 Section 23 Applications 
 

The Engineer reported that the following Section 23 applications had been dealt with 
under delegated authority since the last Board Meeting: 
 

LMDB/LDC/2017/050  Installation of 110 linear metres of culvert within the 
riparian watercourse adjacent to O.S. field number 0055, off Strubby Hill, Castle 
Carlton, between national grid references TF 39835 84502 and TF 39900 84413 
in the parish of Reston.  

 
LMDB/LDC/2017/052  Installation of 98 linear metres of culvert within the riparian 
watercourse off Back Lane between national grid references TF47080 76196 and 
TF 47168 76175 in the parish of Bilsby.   

 
The following applications had been dealt with on behalf of the Lead Local Flood 
Authority since the last Board Meeting: 

 
LMDB/LDC/2017/045  Installation of 36 linear metres of culvert within the riparian 
watercourse adjacent to Field View Cottage between national grid references TF 
34130 93651 and TF 34188 93682 in the parish of Anderby.   

 
LMDB/LDC/2017/051  Installation of 6.5 metres of replacement culvert and new 
inspection chamber within a riparian watercourse off Thames Street at national 
grid reference TF33852 87956 in the parish of Louth.   
 
RECEIVED 
 

 15:3 Planning Applications 
 

The Engineer reported that Officers had objected to the following planning application 
and were negotiating with the applicant's agent to seek a way forward: 
 

N003/01697/17  Extension to St Winifred's Church Hall, Church Street, Alford, 
change of use of land to create a car park, and construction of vehicular access, 
access road and footpath. 

 
Officers had consulted on a further 75 planning applications since the last Board 
meeting and appropriate comments relating to surface water drainage had been made. 
 

   RECEIVED 
 
16. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY AND PARTNERSHIP MATTERS 
 
 16:1 Saltfleet to Gibraltar Point Strategy Review - Lincshore 
 

The Engineer reported on the Saltfleet to Gibraltar Point Strategy, stating that the sea 
defences between these two points were being reviewed to find the best solution to 
ensure that coastal flood risk was managed effectively over the next 100 years.  
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Various options were being considered and it was envisaged that the best solution 
would be a combination of beach nourishment and other hard defences.  Climate 
change and resulting rising sea levels were also being taken into account.  The 
Engineer reported that rising sea levels would require a higher beach level but the 
installation of fish tail groynes could reduce the amount of sand required and this was 
one of the many options being considered.  Cllr T. Howard explained that there was 
less scouring on the one side of the fish tail groynes than with the type used along this 
stretch of coast in the past.  The Engineer agreed to arrange a presentation of the 
various options being considered to a future Board meeting. 
 
It was noted that the Secretary of State had confirmed that the existing three-year plan 
for the coast would continue as planned.   
 
Officers reported that consideration was also being given to amending the formula for 
calculating benefits, apportioning the assets across all flood risk authorities; this was 
currently being looked at in the Isle of Axholme area. 
 
A full consultation on the Strategy would commence shortly. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 16:2 River Steeping 
 

The Engineer reported that work undertaken on the River Steeping to improve 
conveyance seemed to be a success.  The Chairman agreed, stating that the high 
water level at Northorpe Bridge had receded within a few hours where it used to take a 
few days. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

 16:3 Maintenance Work 
 
The Operations Director and Operations Manager would be meeting with the 
Environment Agency's Operations Team next week to discuss work for 2018/19. 
 
It was noted that there would be no increase in the precept for 2018/19. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 16:4 Partnership Approach to Catchment Management 
 

The Engineer reported that this was now coming to an end and a final meeting of the 
Working Group would be held on 19th February 2018.  A full report on the outcomes 
would be presented to the Board for consideration. 
 
 RECEIVED 

  
17. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
  

The Operations Director reported on two incidents which had occurred since the last 
meeting.   
 

   RECEIVED 
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18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

18:1 Provision of Services to Doncaster East Internal Drainage Board 
 

In accordance with Section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, 
due to the confidential nature of the business being discussed, this item is recorded on 
Pink Paper.  
 

 18:2 Electronic Papers 
 

The Chairman asked the Board to consider dispatching Board meeting papers via e-
mail rather than post.  This was discussed and the general feeling was that paper 
copies were preferred by some members as they considered these easier to refer to at 
the meeting.  Cllr S. Dennis stated that some people preferred electronic media and 
this should also be available.  There was mixed feeling with some feeling that laptops 
could be distracting.  
 
It was agreed that Officers should investigate and report back to a future meeting.   

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 18:3 Environmental 
 

Mr R.A.D. Unsworth congratulated the Board on its environmental achievements, e.g. 
erection of owl boxes, working practices to encourage water voles, creation of berms, 
etc but stated that it should continue to investigate ways of reducing the impact on the 
environment, e.g. use of electric vehicles for the future. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 18:4 IT Security 
 

In response to Mr D.R. Tagg, the Chief Executive confirmed that he was content that 
the Board had sufficient security measures in place and took all reasonable steps to 
ensure as much as possible the security of its systems.  The Operations Director also 
reported that all software patches were updated as soon as they became available. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 18:5 Operations 
 

Mr S. Dennis congratulated the Operations Manager and his team who had responded 
to a complaint in his area and undertaken the work quickly and efficiently.  
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 

CHAIRMAN 


