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Minutes of the a Meeting of the Board held at Wellington House, Manby, on Wednesday, 28th 
September 2016, at 9.00 a.m.  
 
* Messrs P.W. Pridgeon (Chairman)  Cllrs T. Aldridge 
*  G. Crust (Vice-Chairman) *  D. Andrews 
*  G. Billings    D. Buckley 
*  W. Cooper *  S. Dennis 
  J.L. Dodsworth *  C. Green 
*  T.H. Heys   A.J. Howard 
*  J.M. Mowbray   T.J. Knowles 
  R.H. Needham   R.J. Palmer 
*  D.R. Tagg *  W. Parkinson 
  R.A.D. Unsworth *  J. Swanson 
   *  Mrs P.F. Watson 
* Present    
 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) 
*  S. Thackray (Director of Finance) 
*  R. Brown (Works Manager) 
*  C.J. Manning (Environmental Officer) 
* Mesdames J.D. Watson (Operations Director) 
*  L. Parker (Accounts Assistant) 
* In attendance 
 

The Chairman welcomed and introduced the new members of staff attending the meeting.   
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs J.L. Dodsworth, R.H. Needham, R.A.D. 
Unsworth, Cllrs T. Aldridge and A.J. Howard. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Cllr S. Dennis - agenda item 15. 
 Cllr J. Swanson agenda item 19. 
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

The Engineer highlighted an issue with the aerial mast at Manby Park it was agreed to 
discuss this further under Agenda item 24. 

 
Mr J.M. Mowbray raised the proposed Viking Link, this would be discussed under item 14. 

 
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 1230 to 1239) 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 29th June 2016 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
5. CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Consortium Committee held on 14th 
September 2016 be confirmed as a correct record and adopted by the Board. 
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6. MATTERS ARISING 
 

Minute 9, Page 14, Consortium Committee Minute 9 - Environment Agency Maintenance 
 
Mr G. Crust highlighted the recent press interest in the River Steeping and requested the 
Chief Executive pursue the matter.   The Chief Executive confirmed that he continued to 
engage with the Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA), Lincolnshire County Council 
(LCC), Environment Agency (EA) and the Regional Flood and Coastal Committee (RFCC) 
emphasising the maintenance issue and the Board’s enthusiasm to address this.  Officers 
had put forward a proposal for maintenance on the River Steeping asking to use precept 
money, £50,000 from East Lindsey District Council, contributions from LCC plus the 
Board’s contribution.  The project had the support of the RFCC Chairman.   
 
The need for a review and change to current legislation was raised by members.  
 
Mr D.R. Tagg emphasised the importance of a plan before the Board agreed to take over 
maintenance of EA assets.  It was noted that the section of watercourse from Haven 
House to Thorpe Culvert (Old River) would cost in the region of £900,000 to put into a 
good working condition. 
 
In answer to the Chairman’s query regarding the timing of main river maintenance 
undertaken on behalf of the EA, the Engineer reported that the contract had not been 
awarded until mid/late August.  He was however hopeful that a four-year plan would be 
drawn up with the EA which would mean that the work could be added to the Board’s 
summer maintenance programme.  He agreed that it would be more effective to cut first 
those main rivers upon which the Board’s systems relied for discharge.  A meeting was to 
take place with the EA on 4th October where it was hoped that a four-year agreement 
would be reached; a five year maintenance programme had already been prepared by the 
EA following receipt of the funding. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
7. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

A total of £1,754,891.99 remained outstanding in respect of drainage rates at 15th 
September 2016.  The collection rate for the year to date was 50.70%, very slightly down 
on previous years. 
 

RECEIVED 
 
8. FINANCE 
 

The Director of Finance presented the attached report for consideration.  It was noted that 
interest rates were expected to drop further with effect from 1st October 2016.   
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 

(c) That the attached schedule of payments over £500 be 
approved. 

 
9. WELLINGTON HOUSE REFURBISHMENT 
 

The Chief Executive reported that all work was now complete.  The budget had gone over 
the original estimate by 1.7% but this had included the purchase of additional items such 
as the CCTV and projector etc. which had been approved by the Board. 
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 RECEIVED 

 
10. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 

10:1 Winter Maintenance Works  
 

The culverting of Phase 1 on the Trusthorpe Main Drain was complete together 
with the desilting of Anderby Main Drain and Howdales Pump Drain.  Details of 
reforming works were included on agenda item 16. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 10:2 Summer Maintenance Works 

 
Weedcutting had been completed on 50% of the watercourse at a cost of 
£190,443.  Although this equated to only 32.2% of the budget, it was noted that 
those areas remaining were urban sections which were more labour intensive 
and it was therefore forecast that the programme would be completed on budget. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
10:3 Construction Works 
 

Culverting of the Water Tower Drain had commenced and was expected to be 
completed shortly. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

 10:4 Environment Agency (EA) Works 
 

Weedcutting of the Woldgrift, River Lud (Alvingham) had been undertaken for the 
EA on a rechargeable basis under the Public Sector Cooperation Agreement.  
Other work to be completed included Willoughby High, Louth Canal and River 
Steeping. 

 
   RECEIVED 

10:5 Rainfall 
 

The average rainfall recorded at Strubby and Manby was 36.50mm in July and 
41.75mm in August. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
11. COMPENSATION CLAIMS 
 

Officers reported on 54 compensation claims totalling £12,788.98 which had been paid in 
accordance with the Board's approved rates since the last Board meeting. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
12. BYELAW APPLICATION - SANDS DRAIN, MABLETHORPE 
 

Application had been received to construct an extension to an existing dwelling within 
eight metres of the Board maintained Sands Drain culvert at Queens Park Close, 
Mablethorpe. 
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The Engineer reported that during groundworks to construct the extension, the property 
owners had located a 300mm diameter salt glazed pipe within their rear garden boundary.  
Investigations undertaken by the Board’s Officers and the landowner confirmed that this 
pipe was not currently under the control of the Board or any other drainage authority.   
 
Due to the position of the pipe, the rear wall of the proposed extension would need to be 
relocated directly adjacent to the rear fence line of the property boundary which would be 
two metres from the edge of the Board maintained Sands Drain culvert.  The culvert was a 
300mm diameter plastic twinwall pipe which had been installed by the Board in 1997 to 
alleviate drainage issues to a number of residential properties in the area.  The culvert 
was sited wholly within Queens Park which was under the control of East Lindsey District 
Council and Officers confirmed that good access was available via Queens Park without 
the need to enter domestic gardens.  

 
The Board’s policy required works of this nature to be sited at least three metres from the 
edge of the culvert, however, the Board’s Officers had surveyed the site and confirmed 
that the foundations for the proposed extension would be of sufficient depth to ensure that 
no loadings were placed upon the culvert.  Furthermore, due to a difference in ground 
levels it was expected that the Board would be able to undertake all foreseeable 
maintenance and improvement works to Sands Drain without detriment to the proposed 
extension.  This view was supported by the fact that Sands Drain had been constructed 
with neighbouring dwellings and other associated structures already in place.    

 
The Engineer recommended that the application be approved subject to the Board’s 
standard conditions. 
 
 RESOLVED 

 
That consent be granted to extend an existing dwelling within eight 
metres but no closer than two metres of the Board maintained Sands 
Drain culvert at Queens Park Close at national grid reference TF 51124 
84617 in the parish of Mablethorpe subject to the applicant indemnifying 
the Board against any damage to the culvert or the extension because of 
its proximity. 

 
13. CHURCH END LAND DRAIN No. 2, NORTH SOMERCOTES 
 

Over the last ten or so years the annual maintenance of the watercourse north of the 
property named ‘Twisted Chimney’ had been undertaken from the roadside.  For safety 
reasons Officers were now considering reducing the amount of annual maintenance 
undertaken from the highway by working from adjoining fields.  

 
Investigations in this area had revealed two encroachment issues at the upstream end of 
the Board maintained Church End Land Drain Branch No. 2.  The first was a stock proof 
fence which was being erected in field number O.S. 8485 at a height of 1.2 metres in 
order to keep in stock; this was in excess of the 0.9 metres high specified in the Board’s 
Policy.  The height of this fence would be too great for the Board’s excavators and flail 
mowers to work over.  The second was a hedge which had been planted along the bank 
top in O.S. field number 8872. 

 
The Board’s Officers concluded two possible solutions: in the first issue, encroachment 
could be remedied by reducing the height of the fence or re-siting it into the field to allow 
machinery to operate between the fence and the watercourse.  Similarly in the second 
incident, the hedge within O.S. field number 8872 could be re-planted at least eight 
metres from the watercourse bank top.  Alternatively, the Board’s control of the 
watercourse could be relinquished and the watercourse be passed back to the two 
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landowners who had caused the encroachment and were the only two landowners served 
by this length of watercourse.  

 
The Engineer confirmed that the issue regarding roadside working would be discussed by 
the Plant and Compensation Committee at its meeting in November 2016. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the Board relinquish control of part of the Board maintained Church 
End Land Drain Branch No. 2 at national grid reference TF 41815 39576 
in the parish of North Somercotes should the contraventions not be 
removed. 

 
14. TRITON KNOLL ON-SHORE ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 
 

The Engineer confirmed that on 3rd September 2016 the Secretary of State had granted a 
Development Consent Order (DCO) for the construction of the Triton Knoll Electrical 
System (TKES).  Due to the anticipated volume of additional approvals and site 
inspections required it was expected that additional resources would be required to 
oversee the project.  The temporary employment of suitable individual to oversee the 
project was therefore being considered; the cost of this would be apportioned 
appropriately between the three Boards affected (Witham Fourth, Black Sluice and 
Lindsey Marsh) and subsequently recharged in full to the developer.  
 
Mr J.M. Mowbray had recently attended a meeting to discuss the Viking Link (proposed 
cable route from Denmark to Bicker Fen).  He understood that the applicants were 
considering altering the route to avoid watercourses wherever possible.  The Engineer 
confirmed that the applicant was very aware of the requirements of the Board’s byelaws.  

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That additional resources be engaged to oversee the TKES project 
subject to all costs incurred being recharged to the developer. 

 
15. REQUEST FOR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARTNERSHIP SCHEMES 
 
 15:1 Culverting of Rookery Drain 
 
  Cllr S. Dennis declared an interest. 
 

A request had been received from the owner of Longacres, Low Road, Croft to 
culvert a length of watercourse which flowed adjacent to his dwelling and through 
his surrounding land.  The applicant had offered to contribute towards the works 
by paying for materials.  The request had been made because of the applicant’s 
concern about the stability of the banks of the watercourse, particularly alongside 
his dwelling.  The applicant’s preference was to culvert the entire length of the 
watercourse (approximately 180 metres) or alternatively to culvert the section 
alongside the property and established trees and bushes (approximately 60 
metres).  

 
Officers confirmed that access to the watercourse was freely available along the 
right bank from land also owned by the applicant.  Although overhead electricity 
wires were present on the left bank, their presence had not previously precluded 
the Board’s summer maintenance activities, however, there was an issue with the 
established trees and bushes which were in close proximity to the property as 
these required cutting back to avoid damage to hydraulic pipes on the Board’s 
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excavator.  There were also risks associated with operating the flail mower in the 
area close to the dwelling.  

 
Officers confirmed that there would be no significant benefit to the Board in 
culverting the entire 180 metre length of watercourse and because of this and the 
loss of storage capacity in the system and environmental habitat could not 
recommend approval.  Also, a licence would be required from Natural England 
due to the significant impact on biodiversity. 

 
The Engineer did, however, state that culverting of the 60 metre section of the 
watercourse alongside the established trees and bushes would be beneficial to 
the Board as it would reduce the risks associated with damaged machinery and 
flail mowing adjacent to the dwelling.  Due to the potential loss of storage and 
habitat that would accrue if this culverting did proceed, it was recommended that 
a small berm be constructed on the remaining section of open watercourse.  

 
Officers reported the cost of culverting the 60 metre section at £15,435 (£9,261 
materials and £6,174 labour) with the potential for some small savings should the 
work be undertaken as part of the forthcoming 2016/2017 winter programme. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the Board culvert a 60 metre section of Rookery Drain 
from national grid reference TF 51556 62404 to TF 51584 
62456 in the parish of Croft, subject to the applicant paying for 
all materials. 

 
 15:2 Drainage Scheme at Gayton le Marsh 
 

The Board’s Officers had investigated drainage issues in the village of Gayton le 
Marsh in partnership with Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) and East Lindsey 
District Council (ELDC).  As a result of these investigations, a small scheme had 
been designed and contributions agreed from LCC, ELDC and the Parish Council 
to install a new road culvert and clean out part of the village watercourse.  The 
investigations had also highlighted that a length of approximately 150 metres of 
Board maintained watercourse also required cleaning out. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board allocate a capital budget of £2,500 towards the 
above work from the partnership funding budget. 

 
16. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 

16:1 Burgh Sluice Pumping Station - Flood Wall Raising (C15304)  
 

Following full adjudication of the tenders received, the contract for the design 
work had been awarded to BWB Consulting at a tender price of £17,000.  The 
consultants had identified and evaluated a number of options and these would be 
reported to a future Board meeting. 
 
 RECEIVED 
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16:2 Boygrift Pumping Station - Replacement of Automatic Weedscreen Cleaner 
(C15305) 

 
Installation of the new automatic weedscreen cleaner had commenced on 6th 
September 2016 and work was nearing completion. 
 
  RECEIVED 

 
 16:3 Strategy 2025 Pumping Station Refurbishments – Ludney Pumping Station 
 

Tenders had been sought from six contractors for the refurbishment of the pumps 
and flap valves (motors previously refurbished) at Ludney Pumping Station. 
  
Only one tender had been returned (from Shoebridge Engineering Limited in the 
sum of £13,252.00) and as this was within budget the contract had been 
awarded.  

 
The first pump had been removed from site in early September and the second 
pump was programmed for removal during mid-October.  All works would be 
completed by the end of November 2016. 
 
 RECEIVED 

  
 16:4 Trusthorpe Main Drain Culverting (Phase 1) - (C16502) 
 

Work on Phase 1 of a three year programme to improve conveyance on this 
important watercourse (immediately downstream of St. Peters Lane, Trusthorpe) 
had been completed by the Board’s Direct Labour Organisation.   

 
The Engineer stated that the works had been challenging due to severely limited 
access as the watercourses were situated between two rows of chalet 
bungalows.  The estate was built some 50 years ago and was served by a 
network of private service pipes and cables of which little knowledge was 
available prior to works commencing.  During the course of the works a 
galvanised iron water main that had been cast in the deck of a concrete 
footbridge had been severed by the Board’s machinery; this caused significant 
delays to the programme and resulted in increased costs.  Officers expected an 
overspend in the region of 12% above the budget of £155,500.   
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the overspend detailed above be noted and 
funded from savings on the Sea Road Branch Drain. 

 
(b) That Officers ensure that the land was registered with 

the Land Registry and regularly monitor the access 
strip to ensure no encroachment from neighbouring 
gardens.   

 
16:5 Reforming Works 

 
Officers reported that since the last meeting, spoil spreading from reforming 
projects undertaken earlier this year had been carried out as land became 
available following harvest.  Planning for works to re-commence the programme 
in late October/early November was well advanced. 

 
The attached schedule was noted. 
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 RECEIVED 

 
17. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

The attached report was circulated for information. 
 
Mr D.R. Tagg queried the cost of signage along the Mill Rundle Walk and it was noted that 
this also included work on the stile/access etc. 
 

RECEIVED 
 
18. SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE SYSTEMS (SUDS) POLICY 

 
Officers from the Lincolnshire Internal Drainage Boards (IDBs), in consultation with 
Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) as the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA), had been 
discussing the principles that might be associated with IDBs adopting maintenance of 
drainage systems associated with new development.  

 
The Engineer reported that currently there were no definitive rules relating to the long term 
maintenance of drainage features associated with new developments and developers 
therefore remained at liberty to make arrangements including the appointment of 
management companies to undertake maintenance; this had proved to be problematic in 
the past.  

 
The LLFA had recently produced an updated ‘Development Road and Sustainable 
Drainage Specification and Construction’ which detailed types of drainage infrastructure 
that were acceptable to them for adoption.   

 
The Engineer reported that it was widely acknowledged that IDBs had, in some 
circumstances, the ability to play an important role in the future maintenance of certain 
elements of site drainage systems and it was agreed that a common approach in dealing 
with such requests would be beneficial.  A DRAFT sustainable urban drainage systems 
(SUDS) adoption policy had therefore been prepared by Lincolnshire IDBs and was 
circulated to members for comment. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the attached Policy be adopted by the Board. 
 
19. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 
 19:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The Engineer reported on the following Byelaw applications that had been dealt 
with under delegated authority since the last Board meeting: 

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/007  Construction of a 18.8 linear metre culvert to 
facilitate excavation of a new side dyke discharging into the Board 
maintained Seacroft Railway Drain at approximate national grid 
reference TF 55103 62308 in the parish of Skegness.   
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/027  Demolition of an existing cattle shed and the 
erection of a new steel framed portal building within eight metres of the 
Board maintained Head Dyke Drain at national grid reference TF 38036 
91559 in the parish of North Cockerington.   
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LMDB/LDC/2016/028  Refurbishment of an overhead electricity line 
crossing the Board maintained Bradleys Sewer (Crossing No. 3) at 
national grid reference TF 47837 61474 in the parish of Thorpe St Peter. 
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/029  Refurbishment of an overhead electricity line 
crossing the Board maintained Dawsons Sewer West (Crossing No. 1) 
at national grid reference TF 47761 62018 in the parish of Irby in the 
Marsh. 
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/030  Refurbishment of an overhead electricity line 
crossing the Board maintained The Lymn (Crossing No. 2) at national 
grid reference TF 47780 61769 in the parish of Thorpe St Peter. 
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/033  Erection of a rear extension at 1 Rossall Close 
within eight metres of the Board maintained Poor House Drain culvert at 
national grid reference TF 52408 80838 in the parish of Sutton-on-Sea.   
 
LMDB/LDC/2016/039  Erection  of a replacement supermarket with piled 
foundations within eight metres of the Board maintained Town Lane 
Drain East at national grid reference: TF 50265 84881 in the parish of 
Mablethorpe.   
 

RECEIVED 
 
 19:2 Section 23 Applications 
 

The Engineer reported that the following Section 23 consents had been granted 
under delegated authority since the last meeting: 
 

LMDB/LDC/2016/037  Installation of approximately 22 linear metres of 
culvert within the watercourse at the rear of Alba Court, Wragholme 
Road at national grid reference TF 37669 97777 in the parish of 
Grainthorpe.   

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/040  Installation of a five metre long access culvert in 
the frontage watercourse at Sunnyside, Mill Lane at national grid 
reference TF 54140 72087 in the parish of Hogsthorpe.   

 
The following applications had been dealt with on behalf of the Lead Local Flood 
Authority since the last Board meeting: 
 

LMDB/LDC/2016/015  Installation of a six linear metre access culvert 
within the riparian watercourse at The Barn along the B1373 at national 
grid reference TF 43016 81739 in the parish of Withern.   

  
LMDB/LDC/2016/026  Installation of a six linear metre culvert within the 
riparian watercourse west of Westbrook Farm at national grid reference 
TF 29871 98637 in the parish of North Thoresby.   

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/031  Installation of a six linear metre culvert within the 
riparian watercourse along Highbridge Road at national grid reference 
TF 36382 91552 in the parish of Alvingham.   

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/032  Temporary works associated with the installation 
of a surface water outfall within the riparian watercourse north east of 
Fulmar Drive at national grid reference TF 33728 88873 in the parish of 
Louth.   
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LMDB/LDC/2016/034  Installation of a 310 linear metre culvert within the 
riparian watercourse to the south of The Woodlands at national grid 
reference TF 39218 82768 in the parish of Reston.   

 
LMDB/LDC/2016/035  Installation of 180 linear metres of culvert within 
the riparian watercourse to the east of Rookery Farm between national 
grid references TF 39981 83780 and TF 39930 83607 in the parish of 
Reston.  

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 19:3 Planning Applications 
 

Officers had consulted on 52 planning applications since the last Board meeting.  
Appropriate comments relating to surface water drainage had been made but no 
objections raised. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
20. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY MATTERS 
 

Officers presented a map showing the impact from the River Steeping on the Board’s 
systems and stated that a review of all catchments within the Board’s area would be 
undertaken under the next 18 months or so.  The Chief Executive confirmed that a report 
would be presented to the Board once the scoping exercise was complete, detailing any 
recommended alteration of boundaries. 

 
 RECEIVED 

 
21. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

There were no matters to report but it was noted that the new Operations Director had 
recently undertaken the Nebosh general certificate training. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
22. ELECTION OF MEMBERS  

 
The Chief Executive reported that nomination papers were due back on 30th September 
2016 and all candidates would be notified of the result shortly thereafter.  
 
 RECEIVED 
 

23. ASSOCIATION OF DRAINAGE AUTHORITIES ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 
The Chief Executive reported that the Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA) Annual 
Conference would be held on Thursday, 17th November 2016 in London. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman represent the Board at 
Conference together with the Chief Executive, Engineer and Operations 
Director. 
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24. TELEMETRY MAST  
 

The Engineer reported that the Board’s telemetry mast was now 30 years old and during 
recent works to renew the aerial, the contractor had refused to climb the mast as it 
appeared to be in a poor state.  The contractor had highlighted several areas for concern 
such as corrosion and pitting, welding etc. and had recommended that a structural report 
be undertaken to assess the extent of the problem.  The cost of a full survey would be 
£4,000 and the cost of a new mast was estimated at £15,000. 
 
Cllr S. Dennis suggested investigating the possibility of renting out space on the mast to 
offset the cost and it was agreed that Officers should investigate this further and ensure 
that there was adequate capacity on a new mast for any future uses.  In response to Mr 
W. Cooper the Engineer confirmed that the mast was essential to provide a continuous 
live link for the telemetry which was not always possible across the mobile network.   
 
The Engineer confirmed that although there were issues with the signal in certain 
atmospheric conditions it would be possible to manage with the existing aerial until further 
investigations had been undertaken and a notice would be put up instructing no-one to 
climb the mast in the meantime.  
 
 RECEIVED 
 

That Officers undertake further investigations as detailed above and 
report back to the next meeting. 

 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 

 
 


