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Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at Wellington House, Manby, on Wednesday, 25th June 
2014, at 9.00 a.m.  
 
* Messrs G. Billings (Vice-Chairman) * Cllrs H. Marfleet (Chairman) 
*  W. Cooper *  T. Aldridge 
*  G. Crust *  Mrs J.P. Bradley 
*  J.L. Dodsworth *  S. Dennis 
*  T.H. Heys *  A.J. Howard 
  J.M. Mowbray *  T.J. Knowles 
*  R.H. Needham *  E.P. Mossop 
*  P.W. Pridgeon *  R.J. Palmer 
*  D.R. Tagg   W. Parkinson 
  R.A.D. Unsworth   M. Preen 
   *  Mrs P.F. Watson 
* Present    
 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) 
*  R.P. Mitchell (Director of Operations) 
*  S. Thackray (Director of Finance) 
* In attendance 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs J.M. Mowbray, R.A.D. Unsworth and 
Cllr M. Preen.   

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Mr G. Billings - agenda item 18:3 (N110/00316/14). 
 
 Mr W. Cooper - agenda item 10:8. 
 
 Cllr S. Dennis - agenda item 10:2. 
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 Yarborough Fen - dealt with under minute 10:8.  
 
 Cllr R.J. Palmer - Donna Nook dealt with under minute 10:5. 
 

In response to Mr J.L. Dodsworth, the Engineer stated that the resilience of pumping 
stations against tidal and river flooding was being reviewed and would be reported to a 
future meeting. 
 
Cllr T. Aldridge - Himalayan Balsam on Newbridge Lane at Covenham.  The Director of 
Operations stated that he would notify the Board’s Environmental Officer and ensure that 
this was dealt with.   

 
  RECEIVED 
 
4. BOARD MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED 
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That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 26th March 2014 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING 
 

5:1 Minute 12:6, Page 1071 - Medium Term Plan  
 

The Chairman enquired whether the Board had a plan to build reserves to pay for 
the rebuilding/refurbishment of Saltfleet and Trusthorpe pumping stations.  The 
Chief Executive confirmed that this would be considered during the 2015/16 
estimates process which would begin in September 2014.  The estimates 
process would commence early this year to ensure that East Lindsey District 
Council was informed of the special levy required prior to its budget setting. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
5:2 Minute 18, Page 1077 - Partnership Working 

 
The Chairman enquired whether the study on the Steeping River had been 
completed by the Environment Agency (EA).  The Chief Executive confirmed that 
a meeting with officers from the EA would be held that afternoon and he would 
enquire. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
5:3 Minute 21:1, Page 1079 - Tour of Inspection 

 
Letters of thanks had been received from the Chairman of the Association of 
Drainage Authorities and from the Country Landowners’ Association.  Mr R.H. 
Needham stated that the tour had been beneficial in making guests aware of the 
work being undertaken by the Board as well as giving an opportunity for 
discussion with representatives from other boards and organisations, particularly 
regarding partnership working.  Mr D.R. Tagg was disappointed that the local 
M.P.s had not been able to attend. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
5:4 Minute 21:1. Page 1079 - East Lindsey District Council (ELDC) Presentation 

 
The Chairman reported on the presentation given to ELDC which had been 
attended by the Leader of the Council (Cllr Mrs D. Stevenson) and several 
members of the Executive Committee.  Board members were disappointed at the 
low attendance (eight councillors), although Cllr Mrs P.F. Watson stated that 
those attending had considered it worthwhile.  In response to Mr D.R. Tagg, the 
Chairman confirmed that those attending were aware of the work of the Board 
and were also supportive of partnership working.  Cllr Mrs P.F. Watson further 
reported that this would feed back to parish council level and there seemed to be 
a realisation of the importance of land drainage as part of the planning process. 
 
Mr G. Crust stated that liaison with ELDC did not seem to be much improved.  
The Chief Executive asked for the councillors’ support in keeping ELDC informed 
of the work being undertaken by the Board.  He reported that a meeting would be 
arranged with ELDC towards the end of October to discuss the proposed works 
and budgets for the next financial year. 

 
RECEIVED 
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5:5 Minute 23:3, Page 1081 - ADA Lincolnshire Branch 

 
The Chief Executive reported that Mr O. Patterson, M.P. had visited the Branch 
stand at the Lincolnshire Show and, he had had an opportunity to speak with him 
along with L.C.C., the E.A. and the Branch Chairman, regarding the importance 
of maintenance and the successful partnership working arrangements within 
Lincolnshire.    

 
6. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

6:1 Rate Collection 
 

The Director of Finance reported a credit of £186 in respect of drainage rates at 
the year ended 31st March 2014.  The percentage of drainage rates collected at 
8th June 2014 was 48.2 and 25.1 in respect of the special levies. 
 
Cllr R.J. Palmer expressed concern about the amount of rates charged on large 
livestock units.  The Director of Finance stated that these were charged in 
accordance with the amounts set by the Valuation Office. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
7. FINANCE 
 

The Director of Finance presented the attached report for consideration.  Members 
considered and agreed the Annual Governance Statement. 
 
In response to Mr W. Cooper, the Engineer reported that a bid had been put in to the 
Government’s Recovery Fund for £85,000 towards repairs following the December tidal 
surge and it was expected to recoup about £70,000. 
 
The Chief Executive reported that training would take place later in the year for staff to 
ensure the Board was compliant with data protection, freedom of information and 
environmental information regulations. 
 
The Director of Finance confirmed that in future money carried forward for capital works 
would be shown separately rather than in the general reserve.  In response to Mr W. 
Cooper, he confirmed that between £0.75m and £1m was kept as a working reserve and it 
helped that East Lindsey District Council paid the special levy in four instalments.  
Although the Auditor recommended reserves of 20%, the Board’s officers recommended 
that 30% was a more realistic figure, bearing in mind that the 2007 flooding had cost in the 
region of £300,000.   

 
RESOLVED 

 
(a) That the Board’s cash balances and borrowings be noted. 
 
(b) That the attached Final Accounts for the year ended 31st March 

2014 be approved. 
 
(c) That the attached Internal Auditor’s report be noted and the 

Action Plan be implemented. 
 
(d) That the attached Annual Return be approved and signed by 

the Chairman. 
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(e) That the attached payment schedule detailing payments over 
 £500 made since the last meeting be noted. 

 
(f) That Mr D. Gowing be appointed to conduct the internal audit 

during 2014/15. 
 
8. COMPENSATION CLAIMS 
 

Officers reported on 19 compensation claims totalling £7,619.60 which had been paid in 
accordance with the Board's approved rates since the last Board meeting. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
9. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 

9:1 Steeping River 
 

The Director of Operations reported on works undertaken since the last meeting.  
These included tree pruning/removal of trees along the River Steeping upstream 
of the A52 road bridge in preparation for de-silting of the river. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:2 Pre-emptive Cutting 

 
Following excessive weed growth caused by the mild winter/spring, some early 
removal of vegetation from the centre of 22 of the main arterial drains (mostly 
those that carried water from urban areas) had been undertaken to ensure the 
free flow of water.  Officers confirmed that the situation was being monitored and 
further work would be undertaken if necessary. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:3 Construction Works 

 
The Director of Operations reported that construction works were ongoing and 
included replacement of access culverts, installation of timber toe piling to repair 
slips and minor repairs at pumping station sites.  Health and safety work on two 
weedscreens remained outstanding but this would be completed before 
commencement of the summer maintenance programme. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:4 Equipment 

 
It was noted that the new weedboat, Volvo excavator and the backhoe had been 
delivered.  There were some issues with the pro-lec height limiter on the backhoe 
due to the boom but these were being addressed.  Delivery of the new tracked 
excavator was imminent and this would be extremely beneficial when working 
along the roadside as it had zero tail swing. 
 
 RECEIVED 
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9:5 Staffing 
 

Members were informed that the Foreman would be retiring in September 2014; 
his last day at work being 13th August.  The position had been advertised both 
internally and externally and interviews would be scheduled for 30th June 2014 to 
allow time for a two-week handover period.  Officers reported that the amount of 
applications received had been disappointing and, as it was essential to get the 
right person for the job, should a suitable applicant not be found, the post would 
be re-advertised.    
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:6 Rainfall 

 
A schedule of pump run hours for all stations was presented for information.  
Rainfall recorded at Manby and Strubby during May had been significantly higher 
than the last five years. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:7 Water Levels 

 
Mr P.W. Pridgeon reported that he had received a complaint regarding high water 
levels in Fishers Drain and he agreed to discuss this with officers after the 
meeting.  The Engineer stated that this may be addressed once the weedboat 
had completing cutting on the Anderby Main Drain. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
10. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 

It was agreed that in future location maps would be available for members to ensure they 
were familiar with the areas to be discussed. 

 
10:1 Mablethorpe Town Lane Drain 

 
The Engineer reported that works had been delayed considerably due, primarily, 
to high flows caused by the heavy rainfall, issues with road permits and by other 
utilities working in the road conducting emergency repairs. 
 
The works (originally scheduled for completion by mid June) were 66% complete 
at 6th June 2014, however, the delays mentioned above meant that the work 
would not be completed until mid July.  The Engineer stated that the contractors 
hoped to recover some lost time and complete the works sooner and progress 
was being monitored as work would have to cease if it was not finished before 
commencement of the school holidays on 18th July 2014. 
 
The current predicted outturn was as budget (£464,000) with any extra costs 
incurred being offset by the savings made. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
10:2 CCTV Surveys and Culvert Cleansing 2014/2015 

 
The Engineer reported that tenders had been sought from five companies, two of 
which had declined to tender.  As the condition of the pipe was not known, the 



 
Minutes of a Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board meeting held on 25th June 2014 
 

- 1087 - 
 

specification had requested an additional rate for any extra works necessary.  
The Engineer presented a detailed report on the three tenders submitted.  Metro 
Rod had submitted the lowest tender and had offered to restrict any extra costs 
to £8,000 although written confirmation of this was awaited.  Should this be 
received, the Engineer recommended that the Metro Rod tender be approved in 
the sum of £56,940.   
 
Members expressed concern about the difference in the cost of the tenders 
submitted and asked officers to ensure that all tenderers understood the work 
required and were confident that they could undertake this for the price 
submitted.  The Engineer confirmed that Metro Rod had undertaken work for the 
Board in the past. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That officers be granted delegated authority to accept the 
lowest tender for the CCTV surveys and culvert cleansing to 
enable work to commence within the next month.  
 

10:3 Strategy 2025 Pumping Station Refurbishments 2014/2015 
 

10:3:1 Beirgate East and West Pumping Stations 
 

Motor refurbishments had been completed within the approved budgets. 
 

RECEIVED 
 

10:3:2 Grainthorpe Pumping Station 
 

Tenders had been sought from six contractors for the refurbishment of 
two pumps.  A budget provision of £49,287 was made in the 2014/2015 
estimates for this work.  The Engineer reported on the five tenders that 
had been returned, two of which had been disqualified following 
adjudication as they did not meet the minimum standards required.      
 
Officers had awarded the contract to the lowest tenderer, Shoebridge 
Engineering Ltd, in the sum of £19,968. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
10:3:3 Burgh Sluice Pumping Station - Pump Refurbishment 

 
Tenders had been sought from four contractors for the refurbishment of 
three pumps.  A budget provision of £62,330 had been made in the 
2014/2015 estimates for the work.  The Engineer reported on the three 
tenders that had been returned. 
 
The Engineer explained that the highest tender submitted had been for 
the supply of new pumps rather than a refurbishment.  The provision of 
new pumps was considered but Officers reported that there would be 
little saving in efficiency, the biggest difference would be that the 
impellors would allow fish through.  The Engineer stated that because of 
the Board’s ongoing maintenance programme for the pumps, he was 
confident that refurbishment would give a further ten years’ life. 
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Mr W. Cooper queried why the Board did not phase the works when 
there were several pumps as this would spread the cost and mean that 
the station remained operational.  The Engineer reported that the 
preferred method was to do a whole station at a time but on occasion it 
had been necessary to replace/repair one pump, e.g. because of a 
breakdown.  The Board’s policy was to undertake regular maintenance 
and to refurbish every ten years and replace after 30 years; a full 
inspection was undertaken prior to any refurbishment or replacement to 
confirm that the work was necessary.     

 
RESOLVED 

 
That the contract be awarded to Shoebridge 
Engineering Ltd in the sum of £25,192. 

 
10:4 Jockhedge Drain, Chestnut Farm Drain and Wildshed Lane, Burgh Le Marsh 

 
The Engineer reported that a scheme has been prepared to refurbish the 
drainage system in this area of Burgh le Marsh.  The work (detailed on the 
attached plan) had been split into two phases: 

 
Phase 1 – Part renewal and enlargement of the Chestnut Farm Drain 
culvert and part renewal or lining of pipes on the Jockhedge Drain.  Cost 
£143,000. 
 
Phase 2 – The improvement of a private open watercourse from 
Jockhedge Drain to Wildshed Lane which was being considered as a 
partnership project with the Drainage Forum members.  Cost £43,000. 

 
A budget provision of £100,000 had been made for Jockhedge Drain and 
£10,000 for Chestnut Farm Drain.   

 
Mr D.R. Tagg expressed concern about Phase 2 - the Board improving and 
taking over a watercourse that was in a poor condition.  The Engineer reported 
that there were at least 4 different public sewers feeding into this drain so the 
matter was not straightforward.  He stated that development contributions would 
be sought once the site was developed and he hoped to be able to report further 
to the September Board meeting. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
(a) That tenders be sought to undertake work on Phase 1 

as detailed above and reported back to the September 
meeting for consideration. 

 
(b)   That partners be approached to fund Phase 2 of the 

scheme as detailed above. 
 

10:5 Porters Sluice Pumping Station 
 

The Engineer reported that the majority of the work was complete, however, 
further complications had arisen with the pumping configuration which required 
detailed modelling on the water flows and sump design.  Modelling and any 
rectification was expected to take place between June and September with the 
pumping station being handed over shortly after.  The Board’s officers had 
offered to assist with the modelling but this offer had been declined. 
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Cllr R.J. Palmer queried whether the problems with vibration of the pump had 
been rectified.  The Engineer stated that this was the main focus of the proposed 
modelling which should identify the cause.   It would seem likely that minor 
modifications would be required in the sump. 
 
Cllr R.J. Palmer reported that the water from the sea was now going onto the 
new bird sanctuary and it was essential that work was undertaken to ensure the 
station was protected should the bank give way.  The Engineer understood that 
the sea defences had been improved and that the station was as resilient to 
flooding as possible, however, he would speak with Cllr Palmer after the meeting 
regarding his concerns and take any necessary further action. 

 
The Chief Executive stated that the Environment Agency had been informed that 
the Board would not take over the fish screen without evidence to prove that it 
was effective.   
 
The offer of advice regarding surface water drainage of the car park at Donna 
Nook had been accepted and the Board’s officers had viewed the plans and 
made recommendations, some of which had been adopted. 
 
A letter had been received from North Somercotes Parish Council and the 
Engineer would investigate the issues raised and respond accordingly. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That officers write to the Environment Agency stating that all 
work must be completed in sufficient time for the handover to 
be done prior to the winter. 

 
Cllr S. Dennis left the meeting. 
 

10:6 Cowbank Sluice Refurbishment 
 

Works were now complete with a final outturn cost of £34,500; well within the 
approved budget of £40,000. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
10:7 Reforming Works 

 
The attached schedule detailing reforming works was circulated for information.  
This showed works previously approved and carried over from the previous year 
as well as four new reforming schemes estimated to cost £221,800.  A budget 
provision of £223,450 had been made for new reforming works.   
 
It was agreed that reforming works would be listed under catchments in the 
future. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That the Board undertake the new works as detailed on the 
attached schedule at an estimated cost of £221,800. 
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10:8 Yarburgh Fen 
 

Mr W. Cooper declared an interest. 
 

The Engineer reported that after consultation with landowners, minor 
modifications had been made to the scheme and agreed with all parties for the 
section marked A to B on the attached plan.  The estimated cost of the work 
would be £20,120 (an increase of £2,153 on the figure last reported). 
 
The Engineer further reported that a request had been by the landowner to 
extend the works from B to C on the plan, however, the Board’s normal practice 
was to provide an outfall on the boundary of land.  He suggested that, as the 
Board would have a machine in that area, the Board could consider undertaking 
the work provided that the applicant paid.  The estimated cost of this additional 
work was £5,671.  Mr P.W. Pridgeon pointed out that the landowner had suffered 
from inadequate drainage for some time due to the canal system closing the flap 
valves and he suggested that the Board should offer to contribute to the works in 
a small way.  Mr D.R. Tagg was concerned that the Board could be setting a 
precedent by contributing towards the work.  The Engineer agreed that the 
landowner had suffered for some considerable time with poor drainage in this 
area, having complained originally to the former Louth Drainage Board, and 
stated that most of the land in this area relied on the water being pumped so this 
was an exceptional case. 

 
It was proposed by Mr G. Crust and seconded by Mr D.R. Tagg that the Board 
proceed with the work on the section from A to B but not the section B to C. 
 
An amendment was proposed by Mr P.W. Pridgeon and seconded by Mr G. 
Billings that the Board proceed with the work on the section A to C but that the 
landowner be asked to contribute 50% of the cost of the work from B to C. 
 
A vote was taken on the amendment and this was lost.  A further vote was taken 
on the original proposal and it was  

 
RESOLVED 

 
That the Board undertake the work from A to B as detailed on 
the attached plan at an estimated cost of £20,120. 

 
11. BYELAW CONTRAVENTION - WEDLANDS DRAIN, BURGH LE MARSH 
 

At the March 2013 Board meeting it was agreed to undertake enforcement action to 
remove the embankment which had been constructed without the Board’s consent along 
the right bank of the Board maintained Wedlands Drain at Skegness Road, Burgh le 
Marsh.  
 
The Engineer stated that the embankment currently prevented all machinery access for a 
distance of approximately 150 metres along the right bank.  Following lengthy discussions 
with the Board’s Officers, the landowner had requested permission to relocate the 
embankment to provide a 4.5 metre wide machinery access strip through O.S. field 
number 9575.  As part of the proposals the embankment alongside an existing caravan 
site will be removed to reinstate the 4.5 metre strip that had existed for many years.  
 
The Board’s Officers considered the request reasonable given that the watercourse was 
concrete lined and did not require annual weedcutting and access could be made from 
Skegness Road.  Furthermore, access alongside the existing caravan park had been 
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restricted to a width of 4.5 metres for many years and access upstream of O.S. field 
number 9575 was also prohibited due to the presence of three residential properties off 
Skegness Road. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That the existing embankment be removed but that consent be granted 
for the embankment to be relocated at a distance 4.5 metres back from 
the top of the Board maintained Wedlands Drain at national grid 
reference TF 50876 64846 in the parish of Burgh le Marsh to ensure 
access for the Board’s machinery. 

 
12. BANK MOVEMENT - WATER TOWER DRAIN BRANCH 
 

Complaints had been received from three property owners on Beacon Park Drive, 
Skegness regarding bank movement affecting garden fencing along the south side of the 
Board maintained Water Tower Drain Branch.  
 
One of the complainants maintained that when the property was purchased some years 
ago it was possible to walk along the bank top between the garden fence and the bank top 
and now the garden fence was beginning to fall into the watercourse.  The complainant 
believed that the problem was exacerbated by the Board’s weedcutting operations being 
constantly undertaken from the opposite bank.  The Board’s Operations Department 
maintained that the Board had not been negligent whilst undertaking weedcutting activities 
along this watercourse.  
 
It was understood that the properties were constructed in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. 
The Board had provided comments on the original planning application requesting that all 
dwellings be sited at least eight metres from the watercourse bank top.  Subsequently the 
Board had granted a small number of consents for the construction of outbuildings within 
the eight metres and for surface water outfalls into the watercourse.  
 
Officers reported that there were similarities between this matter and those on Harp’s 
Drain West at Mablethorpe (July 2011, minute 13:4, page 865).  On that occasion the 
Board had resolved to monitor the situation, however, the watercourse was subsequently 
re-aligned at the cost of the developer of the adjacent site.  Furthermore, in January 2012 
(minute 12, page 906) the Board had agreed to contribute a small amount towards the 
cost of culverting along a property boundary along Highgate Drain at Theddlethorpe due 
to similar issues.  
 
The Engineer reported that the cost of culverting the section of water in question would be 
£17,700. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That the Board continue to monitor movement of the bank of the Water 
Tower Drain Branch and report any changes back to the Board for 
further consideration. 

 
13. FLOODING ISSUES TO THE REAR OF BATEMANS BEWERY 
 

Following a report of drainage issues relating to a system of riparian watercourses and 
culverts to the rear of Batemans Brewery and through the Magdalen School in Wainfleet, 
a joint investigation had been undertaken by the Board with East Lindsey District Council 
(ELDC) and Lincolnshire County Council (LCC). 
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The Engineer reported that these investigations indicated the presence of a culverted 
system which took water from the Batemans Brewery and Barton Close areas of 
Wainfleet.  It was agreed that this system would be included in the Board’s annual CCTV 
programme to ascertain the condition of the system, however, the need for this work to be 
undertaken escalated due to the heavy rainfall in March which caused the septic tanks of 
two properties on Mill Lane to cease operating in turn creating environmental health 
concerns.   A CCTV survey of the culverted system had, therefore, been undertaken 
immediately together with works to clear the upstream watercourses.  During the course 
of this work it became apparent that the culvert beneath the railway line was in a poor 
state of repair.  Network Rail was made aware and undertook to commence work to 
replace the 300mm pipe beneath the railway line with a 450mm diameter pipe.  The 
culvert between the railway line and the Board maintained Brewster Lane Drain had been 
assessed by the Board’s officers as being in good condition.   

 
The cost to the Board was £13,064.22 and this would be taken from the Partnership 
Funding Budget.  ELDC and LCC had expended further sums on related activity. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That the Board formally adopt the system from Magdalen School, 
Wainfleet, up to the railway culvert as an extension to Brewster Lane 
Drain Culvert. 

 
14. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

14:1 Winthorpe Flood Storage Area 
 

The final payment of £6,922.20 had been received from Natural England for the 
fencing and grass seed.  Officers reported that the scheme was now complete 
and the site was functioning as wet grassland, already attracting breeding wader 
species. 
 
Officers considered the site a considerable environmental asset for the Board 
and suggested that it would be good publicity to erect signs explaining a little 
about the Board and the function of the site.  If approved these would be erected 
at the access from the public road and to the north where the footpath entered 
the site.  Signs advising visitors to keep to the footpaths and control their dogs to 
minimise disturbance of the site would also be erected.  The cost to the Board 
would be £1,000. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That signs be erected on the Winthorpe Flood Storage Area as 
detailed above at a cost not exceeding £1,000. 

 
14:2 Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership - Position Statements 

 
The Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership had developed visions for priority 
work streams and was in the process of agreeing negotiation positions.  The 
Board’s endorsement had been requested for two of these: 
 

The vision for the “Farming with Nature” work stream was “thriving 
nature in a productive farmed landscape”.   
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The vision for the “Planning with Nature” work stream was “Planning 
processes across Greater Lincolnshire make the most of opportunities 
for nature”.   

 
RESOLVED 

 
That the Board endorse the Position Statements above. 

 
14:3 Water Voles - Class Licencing 

 
The original guidance on IDB’s operational activity prepared by the Association of 
Drainage Authorities and Natural England was being updated and a class licence 
would be prepared by Natural England to enable IDBs’ long standing and 
environmentally sympathetic practises to continue.  Some minor adjustments to 
the Board’s current mitigation operations would be necessary to ensure 
compliance with regulations, e.g. mitigation mowing for channel reforming and 
improvement works would now commence earlier (between 15th February and 
14th April each year) and, as at present, a short sward would be maintained until 
works commenced. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the change in working practices be noted.  
 

14:4 Eel Regulations 2009 
 

National agreement had now been received on the documentation and survey 
system required to assess each pumping station and the Engineer confirmed that 
a study of each of the Board’s pumping stations would now commence.  Funding 
for the studies had been received and an application for Flood Defence Grant in 
Aid would be made for any necessary works which would be undertaken as part 
of the scheduled refurbishment of the stations.   

  
   RECEIVED 
 

14:5 North Outmarsh Drain Diversion 
 

The last culvert had been installed although a final inspection was required to 
ensure it met the Board’s requirements.  Once all works were completed 
satisfactorily, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust would pay the commuted sum and the 
Board would relinquish part of the existing watercourse and adopt the new 
diverted section.   

 
14:6 Mill Rundle Walk 

 
The Mill Rundle Walk was established in the mid 1970’s following a scheme 
undertaken by the former Alford Drainage Board to re-route watercourses to 
prevent localised flooding in Alford. 
 
A small part of the Mill Rundle walk utilised public footpaths, however, the 
majority was via Permissive Access by consent of the landowners and there was 
no intention of this becoming a public right of way as set out in the Highway Act 
1980 Section 31(6).   The Engineer reported that a section of the permissive 
footpath north of Farlesthorpe Road was on land purchased by the Board to 
deliver the scheme.  This land was part of an adjoining field used by the adjacent 
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landowner for hay or to grazes horses.  The Board received no income from this 
but benefitted from not having to maintain the grass.   
 
The Engineer reported that complaints had recently been received that the owner 
of the field had from time to time blocked the entrance along Farlesthorpe Road; 
this was in breach of the agreement between the landowner and the Board.  The 
Board’s officers had contacted the landowner who stated that he had on occasion 
erected temporary fencing to ensure the safety of his horses.   

 
The Engineer suggested that the Board consider erecting fencing and a kissing 
gate which would ensure access for the public as well as the safety of the 
animals; the cost of this would be in the region of £1,000 to £1,500.  Mr T.H. 
Heys suggested that the Board should consider giving over this section for a 
public footpath so that it would in future be maintained by Lincolnshire County 
Council.  The Engineer envisaged that there would probably still be an initial cost 
associated with this and agreed to investigate further.  

 
RESOLVED 

 
That delegated authority be granted to officers to investigate the 
options further and to approve the best long term solution for 
the Board. 

 
15. RISK REGISTER 
 

The Chief Executive presented the risk register for consideration. 
 
In response to Cllr Mrs P.F. Watson, the Chief Executive confirmed that all employees 
were given the relevant training to undertake their duties and the training programme and 
individual’s requirement were reviewed annually.  Regarding members training, he stated 
that an introduction and brief tour of the area was arranged for new members but 
suggested that they should also familiarise themselves with the Board’s policies; members 
were also encouraged to contact officers should there be any particular issues or areas 
that they were concerned with. 
 
Cllr T. Aldridge queried what training was given to volunteers, e.g. a weedrake was 
provided to keep the screen clear at Covenham - what safety measures were in place for 
those using it?  The Director of Operations reported that the Board did have volunteers 
who were available to assist during a heavy rainfall event and safety measures were in 
place for this, e.g. all received a health and safety briefing, any necessary training was 
given, PPE was provided and no lone-working was undertaken.  He agreed to ensure that 
anyone using the screen was included on the list of volunteers and received the 
appropriate training. 
 
In response to Cllr E.P. Mossop, the Chief Executive confirmed that the introduction of key 
performance indicators was being considered by the Consortium Committee.  He did, 
however, state that some measures had already been implemented, such as the 
formation of the Project Management Board to enable better monitoring of scheme 
progress and budgets.  Cllr Mossop requested regular updates for members in between 
Board meetings. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That the attached risk register be approved. 
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16. PARTNERSHIP WORKING 
 

The Chief Executive confirmed that works being undertaken by the Board were well 
underway to clear access to the Steeping River and he hoped that the Environment 
Agency (EA) study would be completed soon.  He stated that the Board’s officers would 
continue to press the EA for work to commence.  £50,000 had been allocated by the EA 
for work this financial year and a request for funding had been made to Lincolnshire 
County Council.  Mr G. Crust suggested that East Lindsey District Council should also be 
approached for funding.   

 
The Chief Executive stated that consideration must also be given to maintenance of the 
river in the long term, e.g. if de-silting was undertaken this year, annual maintenance 
would need to be undertaken thereafter. 
 
Mr D.R. Tagg stated that the Board needed a firm commitment from the EA that the de-
silting would go ahead and suggested that the Board should not undertake any further 
work until this was obtained.  He was concerned that, should funding not be available 
during the current year, the works already undertaken to clear the access may need doing 
again and this was a waste of the Board’s money. 
 
Regarding the Thorpe Culvert syphon, the Director of Operations was negotiating with 
Witham Fourth DIDB and hoped to have this resolved before the cutting season. 
 
The Chairman enquired whether there had been any feedback from the flood defence 
inspections undertaken by the military on behalf of the EA.  The Chief Executive 
confirmed that these had been completed and he had seen a resume. He was not aware 
of any issues that would affect the Board.   

 
RECEIVED 

 
17. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

There were no matters to report. 
 
18. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 

18:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

Officers reported on the following byelaw consents which had been granted 
under delegated authority since the last meeting: 

 
B002-2014  Internal alterations at The Mirage, 19 to 21 High Street 
affecting the Board maintained Town Lane Drain East culvert between 
national grid references TF 50704 85170 and TF 50749 85198 in the 
parish of Mablethorpe.  
 
B023-2014  Alteration to the flow of surface water to the Board 
maintained Mablethorpe Lower Cut from a temporary construction 
compound at Theddlethorpe Gas Terminal, national grid reference TF 
48336 87233 in the parish of Theddlethorpe.  
 
B024-2014  Installation of an access culvert in the Board maintained 
Mablethorpe Middle Cut Drain at national grid reference TF 44280 
87846 in the parish of Great Carlton in connection with Gayton le Marsh 
wind farm.  
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B026-2014  Installation of an access culvert on the Board maintained 
New Gayton Engine Drain at national grid reference TF 44696 87219 in 
the parish of Great Carlton in connection with Gayton le Marsh wind 
farm. 
 
B027-2014  Installation of an access culvert on the Board maintained 
Two Mile Bank Drain at national grid reference TF 44296 86958 in the 
parish of Great Carlton in connection with Gayton le Marsh wind farm. 
 
B028-2014  Erection of post and wire stock fencing within eight metres 
of the Board maintained Church End Land Drain in O.S. field number 
4400 at national grid reference TF 41680 96116 in the parish of North 
Somercotes.  
 
B029-2014  Erection of post and wire stock fencing within eight metres 
of the Board maintained Seven Towns South Eau in O.S. field number 
3311 at national grid reference TF 41423 95977 in the parish of North 
Somercotes.  
 
B043-2014  Construction of a foul water drainage system within eight 
metres of the Board maintained Langham Drain at national grid 
reference TF 53442 74268 at Field Farm in the parish of Mumby.  
B044-2014  Increased flow of water from a biotechnical unit into the 
Board maintained Langham Drain at national grid reference TF 53440 
74262 in the parish of Mumby.  
 
B048-2014  Replacement of existing brick arch culvert and 900mm 
diameter concrete culvert with a single culvert approximately 10 linear 
metres in the Board maintained Croft Drain at national grid reference TF 
51137 61970 in the parish of Croft.  
 
B050-2014  Construction of a new French Drain and side dyke 
connecting to the Board maintained Hogsthorpe South End Sewer at 
national grid reference TF 53415 71788 in the parish of Hogsthorpe.  
 
B051-2014  Temporary increase in the flow of surface water to the 
Board maintained Harps Drain West from the Lindum Construction 
Development Site off Golf Road at national grid reference TF 49903 
85393 in the parish of Mablethorpe. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
18:2 Section 23 Applications 

 
Officers reported that the following Section 23 consents had been granted under 
delegated authority since the last Board meeting: 

 
LMDB/LDC/2014/013  Installation of an eight linear metre culvert within 
a private watercourse at Golden Palm Resort at national grid reference 
TF 55410 71384 in the parish of Chapel St Leonards. 
 
LMDB/LDC/2014/014  Installation of an eight linear metre culvert within 
the existing brick arch culvert along Mill Lane at national grid reference 
TF 50360 77910 in the parish of Huttoft. 
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Officers further reported that there had been no Section 23 applications within the 
extended area since the last meeting 

 
RECEIVED 

  
18:3   Planning Applications 

 
Officers had been consulted on 47 planning applications since the last Board 
meeting and appropriate observations had been made but no objections raised. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


