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LINDSEY MARSH DRAINAGE BOARD

Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at the Board’s Offices, Manby, on Wednesday, 27th March
2013, at 9.00 a.m.
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Messrs G. Billings (Vice-Chairman)
W. Cooper
G. Crust
J.L. Dodsworth
T.H. Heys
J.M. Mowbray
R.H. Needham
P.W. Pridgeon
D.R. Tagg 
R.A.D. Unsworth

*
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*
*
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*
*

Cllrs H. Marfleet (Chairman)
Mrs J.P. Bradley
S. Dennis
A.J. Howard
T.J. Knowles
E.P. Mossop
R.J. Palmer
W. Parkinson
M.A. Preen
J. Upsall
Mrs P.F. Watson

* Present

*
*

*
*

Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)
D.J. Sisson (Engineer)
M. Mitchell (Director of Technical Services)
R.P. Mitchell (Director of Operations)
S. Thackray (Director of Finance)

* In attendance

1. APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was received from Cllr M.A. Preen.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2:1 Declaration of Interest in an Agenda Item

Cllr E. Mossop (agenda items 12 and 21), Mr G. Crust and Cllrs S. Dennis, J.W. Upsall
(agenda item 14), and Mr G. Billings (agenda item 16).

2:2 Update of Register of Members’ Interest

The Chief Executive reported that a review of the Register of Members’ Interests was
being undertaken and forms would be re-issued annually to ensure they were correct.

RECEIVED

3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.

4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 969 to 982)

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on 30th January 2013 be
confirmed as a correct record subject to the deletion of ‘and Long’ first
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sentence, paragraph 4 of the Operations Report.

5. MATTERS ARISING

5:1 Minute 6(b), Page 971 - Finance

The Engineer reported that the review of future capital schemes was ongoing and a full
report should be available for the June Board meeting.

5:2 Minute 7, Page 972 - Estimates

The Chief Executive reported that a copy of the Estimates for 2013/14 had been sent
out to all Board members with their agenda.  He further reported that Project
Summaries were being prepared and would be circulated to the District Councils and
relevant Parish Councils once complete.  These would also be sent out to all Board
members with the June meeting papers.

RECEIVED

5:3 Minute 7, Page 974 - Estimates (Maintenance of Main Rivers)

Mr R.H. Needham referred to a letter from Mr R. Benyon (Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State at the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs)
extolling the virtues of the Environment Agency etc. but which did not mention IDBs. 
The Chief Executive stated that he had brought this to the attention of the Association
of Drainage Authorities.

The Board’s officers’ presented a map showing their initial assessment of main rivers
within the Board’s area.  A full report on this would be presented at the next meeting of
the Plant and Compensation Committee in November 2013.

RECEIVED

5:4 Minute 14:2, Page 981 - North Outmarsh Drain Diversion

Mr P.W. Pridgeon enquired whether agreement had been reached on the commuted
sum.  The Engineer stated that the commuted sum had not yet been agreed, however,
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust had agreed to pay the whole cost of the works.  A further
report would be presented to the June Board meeting.

RECEIVED

6. CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE MINUTES

The attached minutes were circulated for information.  In response to Mr W. Cooper, the
Chief Executive explained that the Consortium Committee was made up of the Chairmen
and Vice-Chairmen from the three Consortium Boards.  He further explained that Lindsey
Marsh acted as the lead board providing administration and engineering services to the Isle
of Axholme and North Nottinghamshire Water Level Management Board and the Trent
Valley Internal Drainage Board and the cost of this was recharged on an actual time-spent
basis.  Both boards had their own Works Supervisor, workforces and rating officer based at
their local offices in Epworth and Newark.  All the Boards were individual and could withdraw
from the agreement at any time.  The Chairman stated that all the Boards were equal
partners in the Consortium.  The Chief Executive emphasised that the strength of a
consortium arrangement was that local knowledge was retained with the Board members
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and a presence in the local offices and the cost of specialist advice was shared, reducing the
costs for all the Boards.  During the recent heavy rainfall event, staff and equipment had also
been deployed to the relevant area within the Consortium.

Mr P.W. Pridgeon supported the Consortium working arrangements but stated that he would
be concerned about any further amalgamations.  He felt that the Board must be able to deal
with any issues on a local basis.  

It was noted that Mr R.J.N.S. Price had stepped down as Chairman of Trent Valley Internal
Drainage Board and Mr W.J. Staunton had now been elected.  Messrs J. Miller and R.
Warburton had been elected Vice-Chairmen.

RESOLVED

That the attached minutes of the Consortium Committee held on 20th
February 2013 be noted.

7. PLANT AND COMPENSATION COMMITTEE MEETING

The Chief Executive presented the attached minutes of a meeting held on 6th March 2013
for consideration.

Cllr E.P. Mossop confirmed that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and
proposed that these be adopted by the Board, this was seconded by Mr D.R. Tagg.

Regarding the Environment Agency doors at Saltfleet, the Director of Operations reported
that these had not yet been repaired.  Mr T.H. Heys confirmed that only one door had been
working the previous week.

RESOLVED

That the attached minutes of the Plant and Compensation Committee held
on 6th March 2013 be approved and the recommendations made be
adopted by the Board.

8. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board and the Chairmen of all Committees met on
6th March 2013 to discuss matters appertaining to the Consortium and Lindsey Marsh in
particular.  

RECEIVED

9. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT

9:1 Nolan Principles

The Chief Executive referred to the Standards in Public Life which was established by
the then Prime Minister in October 1994, under the Chairmanship of Lord Nolan, to
consider standards of conduct in various areas of public life, and to make
recommendations.  The first report, published in 1995, established the following Seven
Principles of Public Life:

Selflessness - Holders of public office should act solely in terms of the public
interest. They should not do so in order to gain financial or other material
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benefits for themselves, their family, or their friends. 

Integrity - Holders of public office should not place themselves under any
financial or other obligation to outside individuals or organisations that might
seek to influence them in the performance of their official duties. 

Objectivity - In carrying out public business, including making public
appointments, awarding contracts, or recommending individuals for rewards and
benefits, holders of public office should make choices on merit. 

Accountability - Holders of public office are accountable to the public for their
decisions and actions and must submit themselves to whatever scrutiny is
appropriate to their office. 

Openness - Holders of public office should be as open as possible about all the
decisions and actions that they take. They should give reasons for their decisions
and restrict information only when the wider public interest clearly demands. 

Honesty - Holders of public office have a duty to declare any private interests
relating to their public duties and to take steps to resolve any conflicts arising in a
way that protects the public interest. 

Leadership - Holders of public office should promote and support these
principles by leadership and example. 

The Chief Executive stated that the public was entitled to expect the highest standards
of conduct from the Board and its employees.  Confidence in the integrity of members
or employees would be threatened by any suspicion, whether well founded or not, that
members or employees may be influenced in the performance of their duties by
improper motives.

Although the Board had not previously adopted the Nolan Principles formally, they had
always been taken into account and the Board’s Code of Conduct and Employees’
Code of Conduct were based on these principles.

The Board’s Internal Auditor had recommended that the Board formally adopts the
Nolan Principles and the Chief Executive recommended that they were included as an
Appendix to the existing Members’ Code of Conduct; this would then be re-issued to all
Board Members with the June meeting papers.

RESOLVED

That the Nolan Principles be adopted by the Board and included as
an Appendix to the Members’ Code of Conduct.

10. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES

10:1 Rate Collection

Drainage rates and special levies collected up to 20th March amounted to
£3,286,906.55 99.6% of the total due for the year.  The sum of £11,474.06 was due to
be collected by direct debit at the end of March, leaving an estimated £764.81
outstanding.

It was noted that one summons for non-payment of rates remained outstanding.
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RECEIVED

10:2 Valuation List Amendments

The Chief Executive presented the attached valuation list amendments for
consideration and approval by the Board.

It was proposed by Mr G. Crust and seconded by Cllr T.J. Knowles that these
amendments be approved.

RESOLVED

That the attached valuation list amendments be approved by the
Board.

11. FINANCE

The attached report was presented by the Director of Finance.  It was noted that there would
be an expected deficit of £685,000 at the end of the financial year 2012/13.  The Director of
Finance stated that the Board had been hit rather hard this year but thankfully the Board had
sufficient balances to stand the additional costs arising from the adverse weather.  It was
noted that the level of balances was higher due to money being accrued for works.  The
Director of Finance advised members that the level of balances would have to be considered
when setting the rate for next year to ensure that sufficient funds were available to carry out
the planned capital works.

Mr G. Crust stated that the Board had been more fortunate than some of the neighbouring
boards and felt that this was partly due to the Lindsey Marsh systems being kept in good
order.  

In response to Cllr W. Parkinson, the Director of Finance reported that the amount of money
in the Beverley Building Society was higher than usual as there were several large payments
due to be made before the end of the financial year.

RESOLVED

That the Board’s financial position be noted.

12. COMPENSATION CLAIMS

The Chief Executive presented a schedule detailing ten compensation claims totalling
£6,108.59 which had been paid in accordance with the Board’s approved rates.

Cllr E.P. Mossop declared an interest in claim number 1910.

RECEIVED

13. OPERATIONS REPORT

The Director of Operations presented the attached report detailing works undertaken by the
Board’s Direct Labour Organisation (DLO) since the last meeting.  He stated that the savings
made on the winter reforming would be used to offset the additional cost of the works on
Dawsons Sewer West.

The Engineer reported that the Board’s operational department were forming an overview of
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Environment Agency (EA) main rivers throughout the Board’s area and several issues had
been highlighted.  He asked members to let him know if they had any areas of particular
concern.  The next stage would be to assess the impact on the lowland system.  The
Engineer stated that in the past it had been very difficult for the EA at operational level to
enter into partnership due to procurement rules and this had led them nationally to go out to
tender.  Officers were pleased to report that confirmation had now been received from the
EA that work could be undertaken in partnership under Section 13.4 of the Water
Management Act; a major step forward.  

Mr P.W. Pridgeon stated that he had intended to bring up the matter of main river
maintenance at the National ADA Executive Committee meeting, however, he did not think
that this was opportune as much of the meeting had been taken up with a discussion on the
recent Somerset flooding.  Members agreed, stating that it had been a difficult time for those
in the Somerset area, particularly as they did not seem to be getting the support required. 
That said, ADA had met with the Rt Hon Lord Smith of Finsbury (Chairman of the EA) and
reported to the EFRA Committee.  Mr Pridgeon was concerned that other areas may face
similar problems in the future if nothing was done to dredge main rivers.

RESOLVED

(a) That the attached report be noted.

(b) That Officers continue to engage with the Environment Agency
regarding maintenance of the main rivers.

14. BYELAW CONTRAVENTION - WEDLANDS DRAIN, BURGH LE MARSH

Mr G. Crust and Cllrs S. Dennis and J. Upsall declared an interest and took no part in the
discussion. 

The Engineer reported that an embankment had been constructed on the right bank of the
Board maintained Wedlands Drain at Skegness Road, Burgh le Marsh.  Officers had visited
the site and discussed the matter with the site owner, Mr Seymour. 

It was noted that due to the importance of the Wedlands Drain, the channel was lined with
concrete to improve the conveyance of water and reduce weed growth within the channel.
Although the Board usually undertook any work from the roadside verge, the Engineer stated
that should works be required to repair or replace the concrete lining, then access would be
required along both banks.  If the embankment was to remain in situ, access to
approximately 150 metres of the watercourse would be lost.

The Engineer had, therefore, given 28 days’ notice to the landowner to remove the
embankment.  The applicant had not complied with this notice and had verbally indicated
that he would appeal the Board's officers' decision.  

The Engineer further reported that the matter had been referred to East Lindsey District
Council (ELDC) for an opinion in respect of planning regulations; ELDC had confirmed that
the embankment did not have planning permission.

The Engineer reported that the Board had not undertaken work from the right bank for some
ten years and the applicant had stated that he would be prepared to remove the
embankment should the Board require access in the future.  Mr D.R. Tagg stated that the
eight metre access strip should be sacrosanct to ensure the Board had adequate access to
undertake works in the future.  The Chairman stated that the cost of removing the
embankment should access be required would very high.
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It was proposed by Mr D.R. Tagg and seconded by Mr P.W. Pridgeon that the Board
approve enforcement action for the removal of the embankment to reinstate the Board’s
access to the watercourse.

RESOLVED

That the Board’s Officers be granted delegated authority to commence
enforcement action for the removal of the embankment situated within
eight metres of the Board maintained Wedlands Drain in the parish of
Burgh le Marsh.

15. TRITTON KNOLL

Officers had met representatives of RWE Npower to discuss the proposed on shore cable
route for Tritton Knoll wind farm.  The proposed scheme included a landward connection at
Anderby Creek and a Reactive Compensation Compound (RCC), nine hectares in size, at a
point along the route; three sites had currently been identified.  A consultation process was
underway to determine which site would be taken forward and when decided the cable route
would be confirmed.

The Engineer explained the cable route would be 60 metres wide and included eight cable
trenches.  The Board's Officers had discussed with the applicants the impact that the
proposals would have upon the Board's systems and had informed them where the Board's
consent would be required.  The Engineer stated that it was not yet known whether the
application would be made under the traditional planning process or via a Development
Consent Order similar to that recently submitted by SMartWind in the north of the district. 

Mr J.M. Mowbray understood that the cables would not be located very deep and stated that
they must be at a sufficient depth where large machinery was working.  The Engineer had
also expressed concern about this and recommended that the cables were buried to a depth
of at least one metre and two metres where the Board’s machinery could be working. 

RESOLVED

That the Officers’ action be noted and the final proposals be brought back
to the Board for approval.

16. DEVELOPMENT SITE AT GOLF ROAD, MABLETHORPE

Mr G. Crust declared an interest and took no part in the discussion.

During 2012, East Lindsey District Council granted Outline Planning Permission
N/110/02547/10 for development including a supermarket, petrol filling station, public house,
180 dwellings, an extra care facility and open space on land immediately south of the Board
maintained Harps Drain, off Golf Road, Mablethorpe.  The attached site plan was circulated
showing the development area and the key drainage system proposals.

The Board’s Officers, along with other Flood Risk Management partners, had been involved
in discussions relating to the provision and future maintenance of the drainage system both
within and around the site.  

The Engineer reported that in order to provide the site with an effective drainage system with
a high standard of maintenance, the developer had asked the Board to consider adopting
new or improved boundary watercourses which would be designed to drain the site and
protect existing nearby properties.  An access strip would be included along the entire length
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of the boundary watercourses to ensure access for the Board’s machinery. 

The Board had already agreed to the principle of adopting the eastern boundary watercourse
but a request had now been made that the entire boundary drainage system be adopted by
the Board.  This was supported by the Lincolnshire Flood Risk and Drainage Management
Framework Partners.

The Engineer reported that a commuted sum of £30,930 would be required to cover the
future maintenance of the entire boundary drainage system; this included allowances for
annual weedcutting and 15 yearly de-silting.  This would be in addition to the development
charge which would be in the region of £140,000.

The Engineer further reported that the proposal included re-cutting a section of the Board
maintained Harps Drain along the northern site boundary.  Several complaints had been
received from the residents of Jacklin Crescent whose garden fences were falling down due
to their proximity to this watercourse.  The new section would provide a clearance of one
metre between the watercourse and the existing fences.

Cllr J. Upsall suggested that the commuted sum should be higher, calculated over a period
of at least 50 years.

It was generally agreed that the access strip would be better under the Board’s control but it
was noted that there would be a cost to ensure that this was maintained and kept clear.  It
was suggested that this could be used as a recreational area with the agreement of the
Town Council.

RESOLVED

That the Board agree in principle to the above and that a further report be
presented to the June meeting following discussions with the Town Council
regarding the access strip and applicant regarding the amount of the
commuted sum.

17. ADOPTION OF WATERCOURSE

The Engineer reported that a request had been made for the Board to adopt approximately
500 metres of private watercourse within the parish of North Somercotes (as shown on the
attached plan).

It was noted that as part of the Tetney to Saltfleet sea defence works being undertaken by
the Environment Agency, the Soke Dyke had been upgraded and drained into the Board's
system via the private watercourse which was currently maintained at two to three year
intervals by the riparian owner.  Maintenance undertaken over Christmas 2012 had a
significant impact in lowering water levels in the Soke Dyke and officers agreed that a more
regular maintenance schedule would be beneficial.

In response to Mr P.W. Pridgeon, the Engineer confirmed that the watercourse had been
cleaned out to a reasonable standard and reforming would not be required.

Mr G. Crust enquired whether the Board would seek a commuted sum before agreeing to
take over the watercourse.  Although the land was in different ownership, the Engineer
stated that he could contact all beneficiaries. 

RESOLVED
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That the Board agreed in principle to take over maintenance of this
watercourse due to its importance in draining a significant area of
agricultural land in various ownerships and that a full report be presented to
the June meeting for consideration following negotiation with the
landowners regarding a commuted sum and with the Environment Agency
regarding the Soke Dyke.

18. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS

18:1 Flood Defence Grant in Aid (FDGiA)

The Engineer reported that confirmation had now been received from the Environment
Agency of reserved funding of £375,000 (100%) for the Mablethorpe Town Lane Drain
for 2013/2014.  Confirmation of indicative funding had also been received of £16,000
for Grainthorpe Pumping Station Refurbishment in 2015/16 and for Strategy 2025
Refurbishments of £84,000 in 2015/16, £89,000 in 2016/17 and £9,000 in 2017/18. 

RECEIVED

18:2 CCTV Asset Surveys 2012/2013

The Engineer reported that the results of the CCTV survey completed in November
2012 had been assessed and were shown on the attached schedule.  There were no
urgent works required and any minor works would be included within the works
programme.  It was agreed to include costs on the schedule in the future.

Any urgent works had been carried out by the Board’s Direct Labour Organisation.
Work to locate and raise hidden manholes was undertaken by J.E. Spence and Son
Limited.

Additional works had been necessary to remove high levels of silt in Mile Lane Drain. 
The estimated cost was reported as follows:

ADC contract works £86,307
ADC outstanding claim allowance £4,000
Consultant preparation, supervision and review £24,336
Access preparation works (JE Spence and Son Ltd) £7,928
DLO assistance and minor repairs £8,089
TOTAL £130,660

The Engineer reported that £73,959 had been accrued from the 2011/12 budget and
£75,000 had been allowed in the 2012/13 budget; sufficient funds to pay for this work.

RECEIVED

18:3 North Fitties

A Project Appraisal Report/grant application had been submitted to the Environment
Agency.

RECEIVED
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18:4 Grainthorpe Flood Alleviation Scheme

Determination of the Project Appraisal Report/grant application was awaited.

RECEIVED

18:5 Yarburgh Fen 

The Engineer reported that landowners had been consulted and were in support of the
proposed scheme.  Works would, therefore, commence after harvest and would be
undertaken by a contractor.

RECEIVED

18:6 Mablethorpe Town Lane Drain

Confirmation that a £375,000 grant allocation had been reserved in the current
financial year had been received from the Environment Agency (EA).  Work was,
therefore, underway preparing the Project Appraisal Report for submission.

RECEIVED

18:7 Health and Safety at Weedscreens

The Environment Agency had approved the grant application for this scheme and
allocated £93,376.  The works were now to be market tested by issuing a tender for
four weedscreens.  Twenty two weedscreens have been identified for modification,
three did not receive grant approval and these were, therefore, being modified by the
Board’s Direct Labour Organisation.

RECEIVED

18:8 Update on Projects 2012/2013

The Engineer presented the attached update on all projects for the financial year
2012/2013 for information.  It was agreed that this would be colour coded in the future.

RECEIVED

19. JOINT LINCOLNSHIRE FLOOD RISK AND DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

19:1 Adoption of the Strategy

The Engineer reported that following the enactment of the Flood and Water
Management Act 2010, Lincolnshire County Council, as the Lead Local Flood Authority
(LLFA) for the County, was required to work with other Risk Management Authorities to
develop, maintain, apply and monitor a Lincolnshire Flood Risk Management Strategy
which would be consistent with the Environment Agency's National Flood and Coastal
Erosion Risk Management Strategy.

The LLFA saw this as an opportunity to build on the successful ways that all Risk
Management Authorities were working together to provide a shared vision on how
flood risk and drainage should be managed in the future.  The result was the Joint
Lincolnshire Flood Risk and Drainage Management Strategy detailed in the following
three documents:
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Part 1 - Strategic Vision (copy attached).

Part 2 - Implementing the Strategy in Partnership.

Part 3 - Measures, Actions and Common Works Programme.

Parts 1 and 2 could be found on Lincolnshire County Council's website, Part 3 would
be available from early April 2013.

Officers confirmed that the Strategy had received the approval of Lincolnshire County
Council and all Risk Management Authorities were now being encouraged to approve
the Strategy.

RESOLVED

That the Board adopt the Joint Lincolnshire Flood Risk and Drainage
Management Strategy.

19:2 Consenting and Enforcement Activity

Officers reported that it was now some 12 months since the Lincolnshire IDB's agreed
to undertake duties on behalf of Lincolnshire County Council (Lead Local Flood
Authority) in respect of Sections 21, 23, 24 and 25 of the Land Drainage Act 1991
(consenting and enforcement associated with ordinary watercourses outside of
Drainage Board districts).  

To date, the Board had issued seven Section 23 consents in relation to culverts or
similar in-channel obstructions and undertaken 11 investigations although none of
these had been taken forward as formal enforcement cases.  The Engineer confirmed
that this level of activity was as expected and consistent with most other IDBs,
although some of the Board's investigations had related to historic cases which had
re-emerged due to the heavy rainfall experienced in 2012.

It was noted that these arrangements had been heralded as an example of best
practice nationally.  Arrangements were in place to permanently continue the activity
following the end of the initial trial period.

RESOLVED

That the Consenting and Enforcement activity undertaken on behalf
of Lincolnshire County Council (Lead Local Flood Authority) in the
Board's extended area be noted and continued.

20. PARTNERSHIP WORKING - ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

This had already been discussed under minutes 5:3 and 13.

21. DELEGATED MATTERS

21:1 Byelaw Applications

The Engineer reported that the following consents had been granted under delegated
authority since the last Board meeting:
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B001-2013  Erection of an extension within eight metres of the right bank of the
Board maintained Donkey Bank Drain east of 14 Burghley Road at national grid
reference TF 49805 81868 in the parish of Skegness. 

B004-2013  Removal of three Poplar trees and replanting of three Hawthorn
trees along the left bank of the Board maintained Addlethorpe North Branch
Drain at national grid reference TF 55545 69042 in the parish of Ingoldmells. 

All works would be carried out to the specification and satisfaction of the Board’s
Officers.

RECEIVED

21:2 Section 23 Consents

The following application had been dealt with by the Board’s Officers on behalf of the
Lead Local Flood Authority since the last Board meeting:

LMDB/LDC/2013/001  Replacement of culvert in a private watercourse at Snipe
Dales in the parish of Lusby.

RECEIVED

21:3 Planning Applications

Cllr E.P. Mossop declared an interest.

Officers had consulted on 26 planning applications since the last Board meeting and
the following objections had been raised:

N110/00200/13  Proposed extension to 1 Rossall Close, Sandilands within eight
metres of the Board maintained Poor House Drain culvert (applicants advised to
discuss with the Board’s Officers).

N110/02193/12  Extension of caravan site at 120 Church Lane, Mablethorpe
(objection removed after consultation with applicant).

N112/02548/12  Erection of two houses on Beesby Road, Maltby le Marsh -
concerns regarding flooding in 2007 (applicants advised to discuss with the
Board’s Officers).

S184/00044/13  Change of use of land at Wedland Lane, Thorpe St Peter to
form a touring caravan site to include planting within eight metres of the Board
maintained Bradley’s Sewer (objection lifted following amendment to application
to comply with the Board’s byelaws).

RECEIVED

22. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

22:1 Lincolnshire Coastal Grazing Marsh (LCGM) - Higher Level Stewardship Study

The Board had previously raised concern about the adverse impact that the creation of
wet grassland may have on the Board's catchments (i.e. increased rate and volume). 
This led the Board to commission a report from Faber Maunsell in 2007 to investigate
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any potential impact.  The ensuing report, based on a literature review, reported that
the impact on flood protection could be significant if water levels were permanently
maintained at high levels; the reason being that high water levels would prevent any
groundwater percolation into storage and potentially give rise to rapid run-off from near
impermeable surfaces.  To overcome this impact the report advocated that water
storage following a storm should be allowed to drain down between storms to allow for
the available storage volume to be reinstated ahead of the next storm.  Based on this,
Natural England had modified their advice on the design of wet grasslands but also
advocated that a more in depth study be carried out.

The Board, in partnership with Natural England and other LCGM Partners, conceived a
research project to study the issues further and this included the measurement and
monitoring of water levels on four different existing sites across the Board's district. 
Funding of £67,724 over three years was provided by Natural England for the study.

The Engineer was pleased to report that the final report and study findings were now
available.  The report concluded that groundwater levels within the four trial sites were
not directly linked to the water levels in the external drains, however, it was noted that
this conclusion was specific to those sites studied which were considered to be heavily
influenced by the relatively low permeability of the soils in the marshes.  It was also
noted that other research conducted within the Consortium’s area at Beckingham
Marshes near Gainsborough, the exact opposite effect had been proven where
groundwater levels were shown to be directly linked to drain water levels due the high
permeability of sub-soils.  The LCGM report concluded that in this location it was likely
that evapotranspiration and rainwater recharge were the main factor controls on
maintenance of groundwater levels on wet grassland in the coastal marshes.  

Officers welcomed the Report as it would assist the Board when considering the
impacts of any proposed new wet grassland sites.

RECEIVED

22:2 North Outmarsh Drain Diversion

Surveys had been completed and a design for the new watercourse was underway. 

RECEIVED

22:3 Spoil Spreading

The issue of proposed changes in legislation regarding the disposal of spoil removed
from watercourses was raised.  There was concern that if this had to be removed from
site there would be a significant cost implication for the Board.

RESOLVED

That the Engineer investigate further and present a full report of the
implications for the Board including any potential costs.

23. HEALTH AND SAFETY

The Board’s Health and Safety Advisor, Mr R.P. Mitchell, stated that there were no matters
to report.

RECEIVED
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24. ASSOCIATION OF DRAINAGE AUTHORITIES (ADA)

24:1 Overview of ADA Activities

The Chief Executive reported that two new documents had recently been prepared and
issued by ADA; IDBs: An Introduction (booklet) and Why are IDBs so important to the
UK (poster).  These complimented the existing leaflets A Vision for IDBs in England
and Wales and The Value of Water Level Management and further documents were
being prepared; it was hoped that these would help raise the profile of IDBs.

RECEIVED

24:2 ADA Demonstration

The Chief Executive reported that the ADA Working Demonstration, the U.K.'s largest
display of engineering equipment, products and services for the water level
management industry, would be held on Wednesday, 17th July 2013.  This event was
held every three to four years to address the need within the industry for the
demonstration of plant and equipment.

The Demonstration was being hosted by the North Level District Internal Drainage
Board at Cross Guns Pumping Station, Wisbech near Peterborough.

Pre-registration was recommended and members were, therefore, asked to consider
whether they wished officers to arrange a visit for Board members and/or staff. 
Entrance was free and the cost of hiring a coach would be in the region of £425.

RESOLVED

That a visit to the ADA Demonstration be arranged for Members and
staff on 17th July 2013.

24:3 Lincolnshire Branch Meeting

A meeting of the Lincolnshire Branch of ADA was held on 21st February 2013 at
Woodhall Spa.  The Chairman, Messrs G. Crust and P.W. Pridgeon attended together
with the Engineer.

The next meeting would be held on 17th April 2013.

25. WEBSITE

The Chief Executive gave an update on progress with the new website and showed a mock-
up of the design.  He stated that Project Summaries were also being prepared giving an
outline of any proposed schemes planned for 2013/14, the benefits and the costs.  These
Project Summaries would be uploaded onto the website and could also be used to inform
local parish councils of upcoming schemes in their areas.

RECEIVED

CHAIRMAN


